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CERL Executive Manager’s report, covering December 2005 – February 2006

11 March 2006, British Library, London

1 Hand Press Book Database

1.1 File loading 2005-2006

1.1.1
With RLG

1. NL Hungary
c. 13,000               
XML

2. NL Lithuania
2,446
UNIMARC

3. KB Copenhagen
77,464
MARC21

Updates:



NL Russia
1,040
UNIMARC 

NL Wales
5,467
MARC21

BNE
78,770
MARC21

1.1.2
In progress

4. Regione Toscana – c. 2,793 records for the Biblioteca comunale degli Intronati di Siena 

(BCI), and books of the 16th century kept in the Biblioteca comunale di Sansepolcro, Arezzo (Sansepolcro). Regular updates to a total of c. 13,000 records are anticipated.

5. KB The Hague, Dutch national bibliography 1801-1832 – c. 33,000 records

This file consists of retroconversion records without mentioning copies or shelfmarks, and is mainly based on a contemporary bibliography. 

6. University of Helsinki – Fennica file, c. 4,950 records for material until 1700 and 14,450 records for publication years 1700-1827.
1.1.3
Updates:

· SUB Göttingen / GVK – containing c. 900,000 records for multi-volume items and materials held by SUB Göttingen Cluster libraries, as well as c. 350,000 new records from the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin.

· NL Hungary – c. 9,300 new records from the University Library of Szeged. The Library takes part in the Hungarian shared cataloguing project, which previously contributed c. 13,000 records from the NL Hungary.

· KB The Hague – the STCN update contains c. 29,000 new records and will update the c. 101,000 records that are already part of the HPB.

On loading, CERL will have added nearly 1.5 million records to the HPB, and the total number of records will be around 3 million records.

1.2
RLG Database Migration

The normal programme of file loads in 2004-2005 was delayed, and the file-loading programme is dealt with elsewhere on the agenda (EC/2006/3).
2. CERL Thesaurus

A full update on progress may be found in EC/2006/6.

2.1
Multilingual Search Interface

This is scheduled for action. 

3.
CERL developments

3.1
Manuscript Working Party

See EC/2006/5.

3.2
CERL contract with RLG 

A verbal report will be given at agenda item 6.

3.3
Report on Persistent Identifiers

A full update on progress may be found in EC/2006/6.

3.4
Digital Resources

A full update on progress may be found in EC/2006/7.

3.5
Member Services

A full update on progress may be found in EC/2006/6.

3.5.1
European Library Passport

In the questionnaire consultation of CERL members’ views on services to be developed over the next period, CERL members gave a high priority to the facilitation of reciprocal access for researchers to CERL member libraries. Shortly afterwards, a review of LIBER activity identified the introduction of a ‘passport’ card for access to European libraries for researchers as a high priority of its members. LIBER decided to set up a small group to investigate this proposal further in order to assess its feasibility in a European context. The Chairman suggested to the LIBER Board that since this objective had also been given a high priority by CERL members, it would be desirable not to develop two competing schemes in Europe but to investigate instead whether a single ‘passport’ scheme could also meet the particular needs of special collections access. It was agreed that a CERL representative should be a member of the group, chaired by Dr Paul Ayris, Chairman of the LIBER Access Division, which was convened by LIBER to examine the ‘passport’ idea, and Dr Kristian Jensen agreed to represent CERL at the meeting held on 10 February 2006 in London.  The other members were Dr John Hall, Durham University Library, and Dr Ulrich Niederer, Lucerne University Library. 

4.
CERL Promotion

4.1
Workshops / Conferences

See the Secretary’s report – EC/2006/8.

4.2
CERL Newsletter

Issue number 13 for June 2006 is in preparation. Contributions can be sent to the Executive Manager by 2 June 2006.

5.
Use of the HPB and other databases offered by CERL


05/06 Average/mth
04-05

Average/mth 
03-04

Average/mth 
02-03

Average/mth 
01-02 Average/mth
00-01 Average/mth

HPB
5,460.20
5,013.83
4,858.66
4,046.50
2,767.92
1,881.58

ESTC
2,446
5,155.00  
3,843.33
3,393.25
2,345.25
2,460.25

BIB
1,098.60
2,051.25
1,420.42
1,969.58
2,269.75
897.92

The detail for this financial year to date is:

05-06
Sept.
Oct.
Nov.
Dec.
Jan.
Feb.
March
April
May

HPB
4,609
4,914
6,038
3,988
7,752





ESTC
2,055
2,401
3,503
2,045
2,226





BIB
1,303
1,126
958
867
1,239





5.1
HPB searches

The number of HPB searches for January 2006 is the highest monthly total to date.

5.2
ESTC/BIB searches

It is difficult to ascertain why the number of ESTC and BIB searches has nearly halved. Last year 35 CERL members used the ESTC – this year 41 libraries have already accessed the database. Last year 26 CERL members used the BIB file – this year 19 members have accessed the BIB file. The number of searches per library is down for both, which conceivably may reflect alterations in member library activities. Search activity will be carefully monitored in the coming months.
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