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CERL resources

• Hand Press Book Database

• CERL Thesaurus

• CERL Portal

• Provenance research

• Digital resources

• Publications

• Seminars and workshops



Books and their owners: CERL and Provenance Research 4

Provenance research

• Personal owners

• Institutional owners (town libraries, 

monasteries, colleges, etc.)

• Social history of  book ownership

• Geography of  book distribution
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CERL Seminar 2004
 National Library of 

Scotland
 CERL’s 10th anniversary

ISBN 0-9541535-3-7. 

6 speakers from Scotland, 

France, Italy, Germany, 

Poland
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CERL Papers V
David Pearson (University of  London Research Library Services): Provenance and rare 

book cataloguing: its importance and its challenges. 

James Knowles (Keele University): Towards a national provenance project?: The database 
of  book owners and collectors in Early Modem Scotland. 

Marianna Czapnik (Warsaw University Library): Provenance research as a method for the 
reconstruction of  historical collections. 

Marina Venier (National Central Library, Rome): The computerised archive of  owners in 
the older publications database of  SBN: the experience of  the National Central Library 
of  Rome. 

Jürgen Weber (Duchess Anna Amalia Library, Weimar): ProvenanceFinder – preparing a 
search engine for the retrieval of  provenance data. 

Bettina Wagner (Bavarian State Library, Munich): The incunable collection of  the 
Bayerische Staatsbibliothek München and its provenances. 

Helen Vincent (National Library of  Scotland): Cataloguing the Fort Augustus collection: 
provenance in theory and practice. 

Anette Hagan (National Library of  Scotland): The library collections at St Benedict’s 
Abbey, Fort Augustus. 
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CERL Seminar 2006

• Dr István Monok (National Széchényi Library, 
Budapest): An integrated expert system for Hungarian 
book history.

• Mrs Gunilla Jonsson (Kungliga Biblioteket, Stockholm) 
and Mr Tony Curwen (Aberystwyth): Provenance and 
the Itinerary of  the Book: recording provenance data in 
on-line catalogues. 

• Kristian Jensen (The British Library): Old books in new 
libraries: democratisation of  access or a digital divide

To be published in CERL Papers VII, November 2007



Books and their owners: CERL and Provenance Research 8

CERL Seminar 2007

Script, print and the internet

The early-modern book and its readers

 Uppsala University Library, Friday, 9 November

• Professor Monica Hedlund (Uppsala): readers of  

medieval manuscripts and early modern texts

• Professor Tiiu Reimo (Tallinn University): early Estonian 

collections and their provenances



Books and their owners: CERL and Provenance Research 9

CERL 

web 

site

http://www.cerl.org/Provenance/provenance.htm
http://www.cerl.org/Provenance/provenance.htm
http://www.cerl.org/Provenance/provenance.htm
http://www.cerl.org/Provenance/provenance.htm
http://www.cerl.org/Provenance/provenance.htm
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From 
the new 

CERL 
web site

New 

CERL 

web site

http://www.cerl-org.de/web/en/resources/provenance/main
http://www.cerl-org.de/web/en/resources/provenance/main
http://www.cerl-org.de/web/en/resources/provenance/main
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Personal names

• Authors, editors, commentators, illustrators, and 

others persons with intellectual and artistic 

responsibility for the work

• Variant forms in ancient and modern languages

• Can be used for assisted searching
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Provenance names

• CERL is extending the Thesaurus to cover names 
of  former owners of  books

• More catalogues are now recording names of  
previous owners

• It is now possible to search for names which are 
recorded as owning books

• A link is offered to the catalogues recording these 
occurrences
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Contributing libraries

The CERL Thesaurus records contain links to 

information held at CERL members’ libraries:

• the Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin

• the Niedersächsische Staats- und 

Universitätsbibliothek in Göttingen

• the Herzogin-Ann-Amalia-Bibliothek in Weimar

• the Herzog-August-Bibliothek in Wolfenbüttel. 
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Provenance search

Examples

http://www.cerl.org/Thesaurus/thesaurus.htm
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Scholars’ Notepad

The CERL Thesaurus includes an annotations 

facility which enables bibliographers and scholars 

to exchange their views about the information 

recorded in CERL Thesaurus records. 

 Annotations are also a basis for on-going quality 

improvement of  the CERL Thesaurus. 
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The CERL Thesaurus

• Is available freely for public use

• Contributions are invited from

– Libraries: authority files, etc.

– Scholars: annotations and corrections

• Can be used for assisted searching under licence 

from CERL



Books and their owners: CERL and Provenance Research 18

Consortium of European 
Research Libraries

www.cerl.org

Email: Secretariat@cerl.org

www.djshaw.co.uk

Email: david@djshaw.co.uk

http://www.cerl.org/
mailto:Secretariat@cerl.org
http://www.djshaw.co.uk/
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