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Heritage of the Printed Book
Database

• 2.8 million bibliographical records for 
European printing from c. 1450 to 
c.1830, hosted by OCLC

• files provided by the 26 institutions 
from 15 different countries

• http://www.cerl.org/web/en/resourc
es/hpb/content
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File loads in 2009 and beyond I

• c. 35k Bosch project records (recording 
microfilmed German materials in Poland) 

• c. 33k pre-Brinkman records, KB The 
Hague

• 800k+ BnF records

• 675k+ SBN(A) records from ICCU, Italy

• c. 4k Mendham Collection, Law Society 
(housed in Canterbury Cathedral Library)
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File loads in 2009 and beyond II

• KBR Brussels, Belgium
– Short-title incunabula catalogue with 

c. 3,000 records

– Records from an ongoing 17th-18th century prints 
cataloguing project

• 14k legal materials held in the KB 
Stockholm, Sweden

• A considerable number of updates (Yale, 
NLR, GBV, KB The Hague)
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File updates

• After the initial file load, regular 
updates help to keep records up to 
date

• Updates may be sent annually, 
every half year, or quarterly

• PLEASE ENSURE THAT THE FILE 
FORMAT REMAINS THE SAME
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Access to the HPB

• Available via OCLC’s

– FirstSearch (http://firstsearch.oclc.org)

– Connexion (http://connexion.oclc.org)

– Z39.50

• Limited record display available via 

– CERL Portal (http://cerl.epc.ub.uu.se/sportal/)

• After summer 2009, also via OCLC’s

– WorldCat.org (limited record display only)
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FirstSearch

• For searching, also for visitors in 
your libraries

• Demonstration will follow shortly

• To set IP recognition and reset 
passwords:

http://firstsearch.oclc.org/admin

CERL presentations, BSB München

http://firstsearch.oclc.org/admin


83 March 2009 88CERL presentations, BSB München



93 March 2009 99CERL presentations, BSB München



103 March 2009 1010CERL presentations, BSB München



113 March 2009 1111CERL presentations, BSB München



123 March 2009 1212CERL presentations, BSB München



133 March 2009 1313CERL presentations, BSB München



143 March 2009 1414CERL presentations, BSB München



15



16



17



183 March 2009 1818

Connexion

• Access to MARC21 records
• Unicode-compliant cataloguing tool
• Supports export in MARC-8 format

– To a file for downloading
– To a local system via TCP/IP

• Supports record creation in Latin script
• Supports record viewing in a number of 

scripts including Cyrillic, Greek, and 
Hebrew 
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Recorded Connexion demo

• A recording of a demonstration of the 
Connexion browser is available at 
https://oclc.webex.com/oclc/lsr.php?AT=
pb&SP=MC&rID=25177687&rKey=C872B
65B7E797780

• Alternatively, you may simply view the 
power point slides at 
http://www.cerl.org/web/en/resources/hp
b/technical/modes_of_access_to_the_hpb
_database
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Consortium of European Research 
Libraries

www.cerl.org

Email: marian.lefferts@cerl.org

Thank you
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