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Each specimen is unique

• Physical evidence of its provenance and use

• Identification of former owners

Sources for research

• History of collections

• Transmission of texts

• Movement and use of books

Cooperation

Why and for What?



Internal sources:

• Provenance marks: ex libris, supralibros, stamps, handwritten 

notes, shelf marks, binding, etc. 

• Reading marks 

External sources: 

• Library catalogues

• Booksellers or auction catalogues

• Notarial documents: testaments, bequests, etc.

• Accounting documents: purchases and sales of books

• Other documents: correspondance, notes, etc. 

Sources to Identify the Provenance of Books



Provenance and Reading Marks



Countess of Campo Alange’s Library Catalogue 



In the holding record: Information about provenance marks

• Literal transcription of data

• Challenges: legibility, identification, standarisaton of 
terminology, etc.

• Assistance instruments: other provenance databases, 
dictionaries, catalogues, etc. 

In the bibliographic record: Metadata whit the name of the former 
owner

• Standarisation

• Relator term: ant. pos.

• Connected to the holding record

Web Portal of Provenances: Link to catalogue 

Provenance of the Copies in the Library Catalogue



https://biblioteca.ucm.es/historica/procedencias-1

Web Portal of Provenances of the Complutense Library Collections



Former Owners: Institutions



Colegio Imperial of Jesuits as a Former Owner



Complutense Library’s Catalogue: Colegio Imperial of Jesuits as a Former Owner (ant. pos.)



Former Owners: Secular Institutions



Former Owners: People



Former Owners: List of Names (J)



Gaspar Melchor de Jovellanos (1744-1811) as a Former Owner



Search for: Social Group / Provenance Mark / Century



Former Owners: Women



Countess of Campo Alange as a Former Owner



Complutense Library’s Catalogue: Countess of Campo Alange as a Former Owner (ant. pos.)



An example of identification: Juan Íñiguez de Arnedo (m. 1510)

Arnedo

Dn. Juan de Arnedo

Ldo. Dn Juan Iñiguez Arnedo 



Thank You!

Mercedes Cabello Martín

mcabello@ucm.es 
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