Incunabula treasure hunt
Challenges and rewards of research in Greek libraries
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Foundation
Incunabula Collection

Bibliotheca Graeca
(Collection of Athanasios Oikonomopoulos)
Panagiotis Laskaridis Collection

118 editions in 124 copies

Many Greek and Greek-centred editions
Prominent examples of Latin, medieval
and later literature
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Athens, Aikaterini Laskaridis Foundation (GR): INCos0 ‘Ol Ta avTiToma
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One of the rare editions with the header decoration and first page
initial printed in gold instead of red ink.
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| @opiag Athens, Aikaterini Lackaridis Foundation (GR) 1 Bergamo, Biblioteca Civica Angelo
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| TafeTodg apiiudg Hcoza Ealogna, Bibliotera Universitaria
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Cambridge M4, Harvard Library,
Houghton Library (U5): Inc 5646

Yhao (Prphia) Xapri Cambridgs, University Library
(GE): Inc2.B.3.146[1854]

IIpoghsvon 1850 - 1900

Xpovin Azpiobog 1850 - 1900

TiRog Apedhenong Eifhicheoin

Enusiwon fiftsbeoing

‘Wineteenth century binding in red-brown moreceo, slightly wom, with
scratches on the back. Gold tooled borders in interiors of the boards.
Gold tooled title on spine: "Ammeo| nius| in| Porph.| com.| grasce
[Venet. | 1500". Gilt edges.
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[Zacharias Callierges] for Nicolaus
Blastus, 1500
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22 locations

56 libraries
e 21in Athens

e 35 in the rest of Greece

550 copies
® 443 in Athens

e 107 in the rest of Greece

Mostly Greek incunabula

[ J
Non-Greek mostly in Athens



Challenges

Scarcity and dispersion of information
Geographic dispersion

Conditions - Public and municipal
libraries

Accessibility - Monastic Libraries

Travel restrictions



Google My Maps

107 copies in 35 libraries
76 copies in monastic libraries

36 titles

27 Greek

4 so far



Suidas, Lexicon graecum
14 copies

Milan : Johannes Bissolus and Benedictus
Mangius, for Demetrius Chalcondylas, 1499

Photo: Koventareios Library copy (Kozani)

Epistolae diversorum Aristophanes,
philosophorum, oratorum, rhetorum Comoediae novem
12 copies 12 copies

Venice : Aldus Manutius, Romanus, 1499 Venice : Aldus Manutius, Romanus, 1498

Photo: Koventareios Library copy (Kozani
1y copy ( ) Photo: Vikelaia Library copy (Heraklion)



27 Greek titles

Printers of Greek
e Aldus Manutius (10)
e Zacharias Callierges (3)
e Francesco di Alopa (3)

Significant works
Homer, Aesop, Isocrates

Dictionaries, grammars
9 non-Greek titles
6 religious

52 copies in MEI

9 from our project

Etymologicum Magnum Graecum
Venice : Zacharias Callierges for Nicolaus Blastus and Anna
Notaras, 1499

Photo: University of Crete Central Library copy



Aristophanes,
Comoediae novem,
Venice : Aldus Manutius,
Romanus, 1498

Photo: Koventareios Library
copy (Kozani)



Aristophanes, Comoediae novem,
Venice : Aldus Manutius, Romanus, 1498

Inscription of donation on front flyleaf

Photo: Public Central Library copy (Rethymno)

Aristoteles, Opera, Part 111,
Venice : Aldus Manutius, Romanus, 1497

Ownership inscription / book curse of the Chalke
Monastery blotted out on XX7v, below the colophon

Photo: Koventareios Library copy (Kozani)
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Suidas, Lexicon graecum,

. . Milan : Johannes Bissolus and
Aristophanes, Comoediae novem, ; . .
Venice : Aldus Manutius Benedictus Mangius, for Demetrius

Romanus, 1498 Chalcondylas, 1499

Aristophanes, Comoediae novem,
Venice : Aldus Manutius, Romanus,

1498

Photo: Koventareios Library copy (Kozani) Photo: Vikelaia Library copy (Heraklion) Photo: Koventareios Library copy (Kozani)




Aristophanes, Comoediae novem,
Venice : Aldus Manutius, Romanus,

1498

Photo: Koventareios Library copy (Kozani)




Vikelas, Demetrios

Owner 1d oo02TTTL

Type Person

Gander Male

Eiographical dates - Period of existence 1835-1908

Other Information Greek businessman and writer; the first President of the International
Olympic Committee (I0C), from 1894 to 1894, He made a bequest of
hiz book collection to the municipality of Heraklion, and the
Municipal Library was subsequently named after him (Vikalaia).

Variant Mames Vikelas, Demetring
Vikelas, Dimitrios
Bikihag, AnpiTpiog

Other Identifier hittps:/ wwrw wikidata org/ wikd ' Qegrozg

Theophilus of Veroia, Bishop of Servia and Kozani

' later bishop of Servia and Eozani. Part of his manuscripts and printed
books collection survives in the Koventarios Municipal Library of

. Owner1d oDo26744

.\ Type Person

| Gander aale

. Eicgraphical dates - Period of existence -1811

Crther Information Learned scribe and biblicphile from Vercia, Greecs. A deacon and

Kozani.
Variant Names Sedgihog, eTiokenos TepPiav kol Eolavng
Seoguiog o Beppouzioc
Megdanis, Charisios
Crwner 1d ooo2b745
Type Person
Gander Male
Eirgraphical dates - Period of existencs 1768 - 1823
Other Information Greek priest, doctor and anthor from Eozani.
Wariant Mames Megdanis, Charisins

MeyBavng, Xapiowg




Public Central Library of Rethymno
Vikelaia Municipal Library of Heraklion

University of Crete Central Library, Rethymno

Koventareios Municipal Library of Kozani



Home  The project - Blog Contact =

Incunabula in Greek Libraries

Our journeys

Welcome to our new blog Incunabula in Greek
libraries

Since the summer of 2019 we visit the Greek libraries that hold old materials and we
record in detail their incunabula in the database Material Evidence in Incunabula, on
behalf of the Aikaterini Laskaridis Foundation for the project 15cBOOKTRADE

by incunabulaingreace  April 24, 2020

https://incunabulagreece.laskaridisfoundation.org

Thank you!

Photo credits

- Demetrios Vikelas portrait: Wikimedia Commons
- Koventareios Municipal Library of Kozani
building: provided by the Library

- Maps: created with Google Maps

- All other photos: taken by the authors, shared with
permission of the respective institutions
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