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A national integration of provenance data?

 Research on provenance is an international project: 

why attempting it inside the national borders?

 In France many historical collections are kept in small or 

medium size public libraries around the country

 There is no common terminology

 There is no professionnal training at the national level



A few libraries have created their own database so what started the 

idea of integration?.

It started with the creation of the 3rd French provenance database by 

the  Institut de France in 2013.

A national integration of provenance data?
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A national integration of provenance data?

 Several scholars voiced their concern on the list 

BiblioPat about the multiplication of websites to be 

searched online 

 The main  ideas:

 - to avoid duplication of  efforts and expensive  

  developments

 - to have a better chance of getting public funding

 - to organize the diversified information dispersed 

through many catalogues and attempt to build a 

common approach of the history of the collections.



A national integration of provenance data?

This integration is essential in order to progress :

e.g. when a piece of information is missing: 

 



It helps greatly to find it other collections (in France):

or abroad (Copenhagen)

A national integration of provenance data?



So there is a lot to gain in integrating this data:

A national integration of provenance data?



From the discussions emerged a working group composed 

of a dozen libraries:

- It created recommendations, a French terminology for 

the marks  and help for the more difficult aspects of 

provenance description: e.g. heraldry 

 (presented in London in March 1915 at the CERL/IFLA 

conference by B. Delestre: cf. pages on BiblioPat.fr)

- It applied for funding with a national Consortium: 

Biblissima

A national integration of provenance data?





A national integration of provenance data?

Two main remits for the group:

1:  create a tool for all the libraries who do not have one  

2:  integrate in this database the pre-existing provenance 

data:

 - From the 3 databases (Lyon, Montpellier, Institut de 

  France)

  - From the different files existing in other libraries in all kinds 

     of formats

- From the CCFR for the manuscript collections (in EAD), 

bookbinding databases, etc.





First steps:

Funding was obtained from Biblissima. First step:

 - start a brand new tool from nothing?

 - organize the data in a structure proposed by IRHT (Institut 

de Recherche et d’Histoire des Textes, member of 

Biblissima): Bibale ?     



Finally, it was decided to join the new Bibale in order to integrate the 

data:

- Description of the mark (always illustrated with images): if it does not 

exist yet, create a new mark

- Description of the former owner: if it does not exist yet, create a new 

former owner

- Description of the edition and the copy 

    

When one of the 3 points of access already exists with images, we need 

to be able to search and easily see the associations with the two others.

First steps:



Different approaches:

We do not all work on the same types of collections or with the 

same objectives in mind and the experience differs from a library 

to another, with a focus on:

- owners and the reconstruction of their libraries/social networks 

and the book trade

- bibliophilic collections and marks of provenance per se 

- contents and its reception 

- help with identification of the contents of images

- etc.

- introduction of induced provenance (no mark) 



Prerequisites:

- to be able to check at first glance what is already there

 

- To have several doors available for inputting or searching 

        the data

 

- that not all the data is mandatory 

- a participative database, with several levels of certainty

 

- interoperability is essential (identifiers) 

 

 



- Classes were organized in 2015 at the Ecole des Chartes in Paris

- An introduction to provenance is proposed during the summer school 

held by IHL (Institut d’Histoire du Livre) in Lyon  (4-7 July 2016)

- More classes are proposed by regional training agencies around the 

country.

Training sessions:
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