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Provenance

Generally, the history of successive custody of a particular item

or collection.
DCRM(G): Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials (Graphics), p. 207



Sources

PHYSICAL

Bindings: armorial; branded; dedication; monogrammed; 
presentation.

Labels: binders’ tickets; bookplates; booksellers’ labels

Markings: annotations; marginalia; mottos, stamps, shelfmarks

EXTERNAL

Auctions

Presentation copies

Prize books
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Ik zie waer ik my keer of wende / Daer sijn gebreken sonder ende
Bezie de werelt int geheel / D’ondeugden hebben ’t grootste deel.
De werelt is vol druk en pijn / Ik tragt daer van ontlast te sijn:
’t genaden loon van ’t nakent goet / Dat maekt dit bitter wonder soet.

Ghetyden van onser liever vrouwen. Delft, Jacob Jacobszoon van der Meer, 19 juli 1484, f. [1]r. (Den Haag, KB 
167 G 57).
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Jacobus de Voragine. Legenda aurea sanctorum, sive Lombardica historia. Gouda, Gerard Leeu, 1478, voorwerk, f. [4]v-
[5]r. (Den Haag, KB 170 E 17).
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Cerl and Provenance Research
Books and their owners – National Library of Scotland 2004

David Pearson: Provenance and rare book cataloguing: its importance and its 
challenges. 

James Knowles: Towards a national provenance project?: The database of book 
owners and collectors in Early Modem Scotland. 

Marianna Czapnik: Provenance research as a method for the reconstruction of 
historical collections. 

Marina Venier: The computerised archive of owners in the older publications 
database of SBN: the experience of the National Central Library of Rome. 

Jürgen Weber: ProvenanceFinder – preparing a search engine for the retrieval of 
provenance data. 

Bettina Wagner: The incunable collection of the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek 
München and its provenances. 

Helen Vincent: Cataloguing the Fort Augustus collection: provenance in theory and 
practice. 

Anette Hagan (National Library of Scotland): The library collections at St Benedict’s 
Abbey, Fort Augustus. 
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Provenance section 
of CERL

http://www.cerl.org
/resources/provena
nce/main
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Provenance at CERL
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CERL Resources with provenance information
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HPB CT Library 
catalogues

Bibliographical 
records

MEI

Metadata: 
ISTC
Material 
evidence: 
own input

Can 
you 
help?

Questions 
from 
researchers

IPI EBOBIndex Possesorum 
Incunabulorum (Needham)

Early Book Owners 
Britain
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Provenance files in CT
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Situation 2016 (source: http://www.cerl.org/resources/cerl_thesaurus/contents)

Country Number of Institutions Number of files Number of records

CERL-EBOB 1 2 1.977

France 1 2 754

Germany 9 19 7.748

Great Britain 3 6 1.677

Italy 1 2 202

Poland 1 2 3.282

Spain 3 6 4.050

Switzerland 1 2 1.314

21.004
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Provenance records CT (elements)

Name:

Variant names:

Biographical years: (* - +)

Location

Working years:

Gender: male / female 

Religion: Lay / Catholic / Protestant

Socio-economic group: laborour / aristocracy / academic

Activity: 

General notes:
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Search with: ‘Erasmus’

→ 26 owners

→ One example: Schmied [=Schmidt], 
Erasmus

→ 2 Books in Herzog August Bibliothek 
Wolfenbüttel

→ Also links to external sources 
(example: Album Amicorum in 
Europeana)
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Ambitions for Provenance in CT

→ Involve more libraries

→ Greater geographical involvement (more countries)

→ Standard model for provenance description

→ Integration with other provenance tools in the CERL website
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Can You Help?

Peer-to-peer help to
resolve provenance
questions

Moderator: David Shaw
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http://www.cerl.org/resources/provenance/can_you_help


Ambitions for CYH

→ Develop a Provenance Digital Archive (PDA) for provenance 
image storage and retrieval according to international 
standards (scenarios) for:

→working space for provenance researchers

→ libraries that catalogue provenance

→ storage for provenance questions

→ identifying provenace marks

→ Conditions:

→Controlled vocabulary; IconClass?

→ Image storage place

→Facility to upload images
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PDA in CERL – relations 
with other CERL resources

Provenance and CERL



Provenance and CERL Van Delft, 15 March 2016

PDA in CERL – technical environment



Metadata Mark

Kind of provenance (inscription, stamp etc.)

Description of the provenance

Transcription of the inscription 

(Controlled?) Keywords*

Iconclass code

Area/place of use

Date (exact / by century) of use

Former owners (persons, institutions) 

Artists (linked to CT)

Link: Other images

Link: Other descriptions of this provenance

Source

Institution* (where the book is kept) 

Source: Link to copy in OPAC or HPB* 

Source: bibliographical description

Location of provenance in source

Administrative metadata 

Creator, copyright, date etc.

Links to other CERL services or external databases

MEI, other provenance projects 
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Questions

→ Do you know of any files that could be added to CT?

→ Do you have remarks about the Provenance Storage Facility?

→ Would you like to be involved?

→ Do you know of institutions or scholars that we should 
contact?
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Questions?
Marieke.vandelft@kb.nl
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