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15cBOOKTRADE Project

http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk/

http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk/


15cBOOKTRADE PROJECT

❑1. Distribution, trade routes, use and reception 

of books

❑2. Transmission and dissemination of the texts

❑3. Contemporary sales and prices 

❑4. Circulation and re-use of Illustration

❑5. Visualization



15cBOOKTRADE PROJECT

❑1. Material Evidence in Incunabula (MEI)

❑2. Text-inc database

❑3. Edition of Zornale (with Neil Harris)

❑4. Application of image-matching technology to 

15th-century Venetian illustration

❑5. Visualisation application



Material Evidence in Incunabula

http://data.cerl.org/mei/_search



MEI

❑  Record and research copy specific evidence (provenance, 

decoration, binding, marginalia, etc.)

❑  in combination with bibliographical evidence, derived from 

the Incunabula Short Title Catalogue (ISTC-BL)

❑ Tracks the movement of each copy in space and time

❑ Includes ‘Historical copies’, from private collections, and in the 

trade

❑ Free to use and to contribute to

❑ Maintained by CERL

❑ Funding from British Academy, Italian PRIN, Italian Regional 

authorities, and ERC grant

 



New MEI

❑Arranged by copies, not only by edition

❑Internal Index of Owners

❑ enhanced database structure to cope with 

large quantities of high quality data

❑Linked to ISTC, Provenance Digital Archive, 

Visualisation software, Feeder for 

Thesaurus….



MEI Statistics

❑Editions:   5,325

❑Copies:   10,782

❑Owners:   4,867

❑c. 237 libraries in 9 countries, 2 continents 
http://www.cerl.org/resources/mei/about/libraries

❑ c.70 editors: librarians and scholars 
http://www.cerl.org/resources/mei/about/editors

http://www.cerl.org/resources/mei/about/libraries
http://www.cerl.org/resources/mei/about/editors


Innovative Approach to sources

❑Converting physical evidence into historical evidence

❑Capturing the movement of the books as evidence 

of trade and use by tagging geographically and 

chronologically

❑Integration of provenance records from different 

sources: book-in-hand, paper catalogues, and soon, 

electronic ones



OBJECTIVES:

❑Extensive, systematic quantitative analysis of 

thousands of high quality records

❑To identify, and visualise:

 Trends of distribution and use

 The reception and use of books: social history

 The reconstruction of dispersed collections and 

libraries



Historical Copies

❑Provenance records extracted from historical 

library catalogues of collections now 

dispersed. 

❑As physical copies with this provenance are 

identified, the copy is listed under the present 

library holding, but the provenance record 

from historical collection is of course retained 

as evidence.

 Objective: quantification of lost copies and 

collections.



2. TEXT-inc

Corpus of  texts printed in the 15 century

http://textinc.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/



Bod-inc

❑ A Catalogue of Books Printed in the Fifteenth Century 

now in the Bodleian Library, ed. A. Coates, K. Jensen, 

C. Dondi, B. Wagner, and H. Dixon, 6 vols (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2005).

Bod-inc: 

5,500 eds



Bod-inc online

BOD-INC TEXT-INC





















❑Each textual unit is listed: texts and paratexts

❑Tituli - Incipit and explicit - Colophon 

❑Secundo folio - Subject

❑Each person, identified, is searchable by:
▪ Century

▪ Geographical area

▪ Period (classical, mediaeval, humanist, contemporary)

▪ Profession

▪ Gender

▪ Characterization (lay, religious, aristocracy, royalty)
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4. The circulation and re-use 

of  15th-century illustration



Officium BMV secundum usum Romanum

Venezia: Johann Hamman, 1490 (Venezia, Correr)









3. Illustration

• Capture of images from digital images (BEIC, 

Mazarine, etc.) or real books

• Image-annotation Software



HISTORICAL QUESTIONS: 

DISTRIBUTION AND USE OF AN 

EDITION: Horae ad usum Romanum, 

Naples: Mathias Moravus, 10 Nov. 1478 

(ih00357360)



Bologna, Manchester 1-2, Florence



Milan, Naples, NY Morgan



Oxford, Paris, Washington



Visualisation: live

❑ (not available to the public yet)

❑Funded by 15cBOOKTRADE Project



HISTORICAL QUESTIONS: 

TRACKING DISPERSED 

COLLECTIONS:

Venice, Benedictines, S. Georgius maior



c.120/124 incunabula in 1797 

Iste liber est monachorum congregationis S. Justine de Padua deputatus in S. Georgii 
maioris Venetiarum | .773.



Institutional Transfer: 

78 incunabula sent to Padua in 1806

❑Venice, Archivio di Stato, Demanio, b. 380 San 

Giorgio Maggiore (hand of Rossi). Fasc. n. II 

Libri a stampa del secolo XV della Biblioteca 

di S. Giorgio Maggiore

❑By Giovanni Rossi  and Paolo Giaxich ‘Delegati 

alle Biblioteche’



Institutional Transfer: 

55 incunabula received in Padua, S. Anna
Catalogo generale, ossia riunione di tutti gli elenchi de' 
libri scelti dalle biblioteche delle corporazioni regolari 
concentrate nel già convento di S. Anna di Padova. 
Catalogo de' libri scelti dalla libraria de' padri 
benedettini di San Giorgio Maggiore di Venezia 
(Padua, Bibl. Universitaria, MS. 2250, p. 101-152).











Recently surfaced

Livius, Historiae Romanae 

decades, Venice: 

Vindelinus de Spira, 1470. 

Folio (il00238000)

Sotheby's 5/6 June 2013, 

lot 209, the property of 

William 6th Lord Monson

not mentioned in 19th-

century lists

Now MEI 00200404

















SUMMER SCHOOL 2016
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