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COLLECTIONS



The collections

Oxford University’s collections comprise:
• 13m Library printed books, 22km archives and 

manuscripts
• 8.5m museum objects

These collections are of global significance, 
representing the history, science, culture and 
knowledge of all major world civilisations

They are resources of cultural, intellectual and 
scientific material for research, scholarship and 
education in the broadest sense.



















DIGITAL



Estate

Preservation

Digitisation
Search & 
Discovery

Engagement

Teaching
Research

Transformation 
of collections 
metadata into 
digital form and 
provision or 
digital 
surrogates for 
unique 
collections

Provide hi-
quality, user-
friendly, 
mobile-
enabled 
access to 
resources

Develop 
infrastructure 
that enables 
effective 
digital 
scholarship, 
exploiting 
new digital 
and data—
intensive 
methods

Develop 
services and 
tools to 
support 
teaching, 
making the 
full range of 
collections as 
accessible as 
text is 
currently

Offer meaningful digital curation, interpretation and 
services around the collections, providing access to a 
broad local, national and international audience

Ensure secure and safe storage and management of digital 
assets, ensuring integrity, authenticity and validation

Modern, expansive, scalable 
and robust infrastructure

GLAM Digital Strategy











What are the issues which need to be 
addressed?

• Complete the conversion of metadata into digital 
form

– Institutions are at different levels of completeness for 
metadata

– Mixture of conversion/editing and original cataloguing

• Progress digitization of originals

• Expose collections in resource discovery systems

• Develop further programmes for engagement 
with researchers, students, and public



What are the issues that need to be 
addressed?

• Keep resulting digital files in robust and 
resilient preservation infrastructure

• Resource these activities adequately

– Funding for capital improvement

– Strategic project development

– Increase / prioritise recurrent funding

• Sustainability plan













TEACHING







RESEARCH









Public Engagement













Next?
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