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PROVENANCE RESEARCH: 

  

CERL Thesaurus 

Material Evidence in Incunabula 
Index Possessorum Incunabulorum 

Early Bookowners in Britain 

Can You Help? 
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Material Evidence in Incunabula 
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Incunabula (1450-1500) 

c.30,000 editions 

c.450,000 surviving copies 

c.4,000 public libraries 
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Their bibliographic records: ISTC 
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Typographic information: GW 
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Material Evidence 
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Copy specific information today: 
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Evidence of  International Trade 
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Aristoteles, Opera 

Venice: Andreas Torresanus and Bartholomaeus 

Blavis, 1483 

(Bodleian Library) 

 

•South German decoration, 15th c 

 

•Weissenau, Praemonstratensians 

 

•Germany? unidentified arms, 16/17th c? 

 

•Samuel Butler (1774-1839) 

 

•Bodleian: Purchased at the Butler’s sale for 

£18. 0. 0. 
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Evidence of  National Trade 
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Iste liber est mei 

christoferi 

schewrlij 

nure[nbergensis] 

quod partim emi 

rome anno Iubilei 

partim bon[onie] 

et v[alet] totus 

cum ligatura 

bon[oninorum] 35. 

Laus deo 

J. Pomponius Laetus, Romanae historiae compendium, Venice: 

Bern. de Vitalibus, 23 Apr. 1499 (Bodleian Library) 



http://incunabula.cerl.org 
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Innovative Approach to sources 

Converting physical evidence into 

historical evidence 

Capturing the movement of the books as 

evidence of trade and use by tagging 

geographically and chronologically 

Integration of provenance records from 

different sources: book-in-hand, paper 

catalogues, and soon, electronic ones 
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15cBOOKTRADE PROJECT 

 

1. Distribution, trade routes, use and reception 

of books 

2. Transmission and dissemination of the texts 

3. Contemporary sales and prices  

4. Circulation and re-use of Illustration 
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SPACE 
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TIME 
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GENDER / STATUS 
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PROFESSION 
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ROLE – METHOD OF ACQUISITION 
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TYPE OF PROVENANCE 

EVIDENCE 
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DECORATION /  

MANUSCRIPT NOTES 
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STAMPS / HIST. SHELFMARK / 

PRICE 
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New questions: 

Distribution networks 

The reception and use of books: social 

history 

The reconstruction of dispersed 

collections and libraries 
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Planned for the next 5 years 

Uploads of electronic records with 

provenance information: Bod-inc, BAVIC, 

Cambridge UL, BSB-Ink, INKA… 

Their enhancement 

 Internal Index of former owners 

 

OBJECTIVE: quantity + quality = 

systematic research based on extensive 

data 
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2. The transmission of  texts in print, and 

their reception: TEXT-inc 

A. TEXT-INC = Corpus of texts printed in 

the 15th Century 

 

 their historical context: paratext analysis 

 their transmission: stemma editionum 
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Bod-inc 
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 A Catalogue of Books Printed in the Fifteenth Century 

now in the Bodleian Library, ed. A. Coates, K. Jensen, 

C. Dondi, B. Wagner, and H. Dixon, 6 vols (Oxford: 

Oxford University Press, 2005). 

 

Bod-inc: 

5,500 eds 



Bod-inc online 
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BOD-INC online TEXT-INC 



TEXT-inc 
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TEXT-inc 

28 October 2014 Oslo National Library, CERL Meetings 62 



2. The transmission of  texts in print, and 

their reception: ISTC 

B. Enhancement of ISTC: 

 Lay / religious 

 Humanist / non-humanist? 

 Subject categories 

 Time periods: classical, patristic, medieval, 

contemporary 

 Copy counter 
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Paul Needham’s 

Index Possessorum Incunabulorum 

Cristina Dondi 
 

 

 

Oslo, 28 October 2014 
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IPI 

 Word file  

32,000 records 

1,267 pages 

500,565 words 
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EBOB 
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EBOB 
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EBOB 
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THANK YOU 
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3. Books' contemporary market value 
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Francesco de Madii’s 

Zornale, 1484-88 

 

Venice, Marciana Library, 

Ital. XI, 45 (7439) 



4. Circulation and re-use of  15th - 

century illustration 
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Officium BMV secundum usum Romanum 

Venice: Johann Hamman, 1490 (Venice, Correr) 
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Two research approaches 

1. upload an image and find match using 

the image-matching software 

2. browsing images by type, that is key 

words or iconclass classification 
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Challenges: 2 

ISTC non systematic in the indication of 

presence/absence of illustration 

GW not complete 
• Systematic information on presence/absence of 

illustration by the end of the project (which one, 

15cBOOKTRADE or ERC Proof of concept?) 
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IMAGE-MATCHING 
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PROVENANCE QUESTIONS 

28 October 2014 Oslo National Library, CERL Meetings 89 

Which books were printed in Venice and exported, purchased, and used 

in Germany or Poland in the fifteenth century?  

 Or printed in Nuremberg and used in Italy in the 16c? 

What kind of books? 

And used by whom? 

How? 
How much did early printed books cost? 

Were there any female readers? 

And what kind of books were purchased by students, lawyers, or priests, 

in the 15th, 16th or later centuries, in Italy, France or anywhere else? 

Which mathematical editions were acquired by religious institutions?  

Who was buying Ptolemy in the Renaissance? Who was 

collecting it in the 18c? 



PROVENANCE QUESTIONS 
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Can we quantify the amount of 15c printed books which entered 

European and American collections as a direct consequence of the 

dissolution of religious institutions and their libraries in the 18c and 

19c? 

 

Which works survive today in the largest number of copies? 

And in the smallest? 

Do we have benchmarks that can help us gouge the quality and the 

quantity of what we have lost over a 500 year period?  
 


