
‘Early printed 
illustrations of Aesopian 

texts’ 
 

An analysis within the ‘15th-
century Booktrade Project’ 



Woodcut illustration 
•  Verbatim repetition of figurative elements 

in a printed book 
•  Woodcut: ‘author’, ‘title’, ‘place of printing’, 

‘editor’, ‘year of printing’, ‘number of 
leaves’, ‘mise en page’, ‘type’,  

•  Woodblocks: economic value  
•  Reuse/circulation: research within the 

framework of bibliographical knowledge  



  Starting from Venice 



Venice - woodcut 



Venice - woodcuts 



Venice - illustration 



Venice - illustrations 



University of Oxford, 
2011/12 

•  Research sample - Johannes Hamman’s 
illustrated Horae: ad usum Romanum 

•  Methodology - Charting and ICONCLASS 
   

•  The cataloguing project - New 
technologies and databases as the 
ultimate means for research   



Image cataloguing 
•  Icono15 (BnF) – valuable description 

scheme but never went on-line and has no 
direct link to images 



Image cataloguing 
•  Icono15 (BnF) – valuable description 

scheme but never went on-line and has no 
direct link to images 

•  Index of Christian Art - http://ica.princeton.edu/range.php 

 
•  Arkyves - http://arkyves.org  



Image matching and open 
searchability 

•  Claros - http://explore.clarosnet.org/XDB/ASP/claroshom e/index.html  

•  Bodleian broadside ballads – ballads.bodleian.ox.ac.uk 

Requisites:  
 
•  High processing of the data;  
•  Ranking function 

 



Johannes Hamman’s 
Horae 

•  Pilot project on Johannes Hamman’s 
illustrated editions of Horae: ad usum 
Romanum  

•  Charting method 

•  How each woodcut appears in every 
editions (measurements, general 
description and recurrence) 
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Johannes Hamman’s 
Horae 
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INNER	  

Sheet	  of	  common	  
octavo	  (8°)	  

reproducing	  the	  
first	  gathering	  of	  
Johannes	  Hamman	  

1490	  edi?on.	  
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OUTER	  



a3R	   a6V	   a5R	   a4V	  
	  
	  

a2V	   a7R	   a8V	   a1R	  

	  

a4R	   a5V	   a6R	   a3V	  

a1V	   a8R	   a7V	   a2R	  

	  

INNER	  

Sheet	  of	  common	  
octavo	  (8°)	  

reproducing	  the	  
first	  gathering	  of	  
Johannes	  Hamman	  

1490	  edi?on.	  

16 

OUTER	  



17 

N	  1	   N	  5 N	  9 N	  13 N	  17 N	  21 N	  25 N	  29
a1V a2R a2V a3R a3V a5R a5V a8R
a8V a7R a7V a4R a4V a6R a6V b2R
b12V b1R b2V b12R b1V b10R b10V b3R
b8V b4R b3V b7R b4V b11R b11V b6V
b9V b5R b5V b9R b6R b8R b7V c1R
c5V c3R c3V c7R c1V c5R c7V c2R
c6V c4R c4V c8R c2V c6R c8V d1R
d6V d2R d1V d5V d2V d5R d3V d4R
d7V d3R d4V d7R d6R d8R d8V e1R
e6V e2R e1V e5V e2V e5R e3V e4R
e7V e3R e4V e8V e6R e8R e7R f4R
f7V f1R f1V f5V f5R f3R f3V g3R
f8V f2R f2V f6V f6R f7R f4V h3R
g7V g1R g1V g5V g4R f8R g3V h4R
g8V g2R g2V g6V g5R g7R g4V i3R
h7V h1R h1V h5V g6R g8R h3V i4R
h8V h2R h2V h6V h5R h7R h4V k3R
i7V i1R i1V i5V h6R h8R i3V k4R
i8V i2R i2V i6V i5R i7R i4V l2R
K7V k1R k1V K5V i6R i8R k3V l3R
K8V k2R k2V K6V k5R K7R k4V m1R
l5V l1R l2V l6V K6R K8R l1V m2R
l8V l4R l3V l7V l5R l6R l4V n1R
m5V m3R m3V m7V l8R l7R m1V n2R
m6V m4R m4V m8V m7R m5R m2V o3R
n5V n3R n3V n7V m8R m6R n1V o4R
n6V n4R n4V n8V n7R n5R n2V p3R
o7V o1R o1V o5V n8R n6R o3V p4R
o8V o2R o2V o6V o5R o7R o4V q3R
p7V p1R p1V p5V o6R o8R p3V q4R
p8V p2R q1V p6V p5R p2V p4V r3R
q7V q1R q2V q5V p6R p7R q4V r4R
q8V q2R r1V q6V q3V p8R q6R s3R
r7V r1R r2V r5V q5R q7R r5R s3V
r8V r2R s1V s6R r3V q8R r6R
s7V s1R s2V s6V r4V r7R s5R

s2R s4R r8R s5V
s4V s7R

s8R
	  39	  times

TOP	  BORDERS

36	  times
37	  times

36	  times 36	  times
38	  times

	  37	  times

34	  times

N	  2 N	  6 N	  10 N	  14 N	  18	   N	  22 N	  26 N	  30
a1V a2R a2V a3R a3V a5R a5V a8R
a8V a7R a7V a4R a4V a6R a6V b2R
b12V b1R b2V b12R b1V b10R b10V b3R
b9V b4R b3V b7R b4V b11R b11V b6R
c5V b5R b5V b9R b6V b8R b7V c1R
c6V c3R c3V c7R c1V c5R c7V c2R
d6V c4R c4V c8R c2V c6R c8V d1R
d7V d2R d1V d6R d2V d5R d5V d4R
e6V d3R d4V d7R d3V d8R d8V e1R
e7V e2R e1V e6R e2V e5R e5V e4R
f7V e3R e4V e7R e3V e8R e8V f3R
f8V f1R f1V f5R f3V f7R f5V f4R
g7V f2R f2V f6R f4V f8R f6V g3R
g8V g1R g1V g4R g3V g7R g5V h3R
h7V g2R g2V g5R g4V g8R g6V h4R
h8V h1R h1V g6R h3V h7R h5V i3R
i7V h2R h2V h5R h4V h8R h6V i4R
i8V i1R i1V h6R i3V i7R i5V k3R
K7V i2R i2V i5R i4V i8R i6V k4R
K8V k1R k1V i6R k3V K7R K5V l2R
l5V k2R k2V k5R k4V K8R K6V l3R
l8V l1R l2V K6R l1V l6R l7V m1R
m5V l4R l3V l5R l4V l7R m7V m2R
m6V m3R m3V l8R m1V m5R m8V n1R
n5V m4R m4V m7R m2V m6R n7V n2R
n6V n3R n3V m8R n1V n5R n8V o3R
o7V n4R n4V n7R n2V n6R o5V o4R
o8V o1R o1V n8R o3V o7R o6V p3R
p7V o2R o2V o5R o4V o8R p5V p4R
p8V p1R p1V o6R p3V p7R p6V q3R
q7V p2R p2V p5R p4V p8R q5V q4R
q8V q1R q1V p6R q3V q7R q6V r3R
r7V q2R q2V q5R q4V q8R r5V r4R
r8V r1R r1V q6R r3V r7R r6V s3R
s7V r2R r2V r5R r4V r8R s5V s4R

s1R s1V r6R s3V s7R s6V
s2R s2V s5R s4V s8R

s6R 	  36	  times
35	  times

RIGHT	  BORDERS

35	  times
37	  times 37	  times

38	  times
	  37	  times 37	  times

N	  3 N	  7 N	  11 N	  15	   N	  19 N	  23 N	  27 N	  31 N	  33	  (frag) N	  36	  (frag)
a1V a2R a2V a3R a3V a5R a5V a8R r5V r7V
b12V a7R a7V a4R a4V a6R a6V a8V
b6R b1R b2V b1V b12R b10R b10V b2R
b9V b4R b3V b7V b4V b11R b11V b3R
c1R b5R b7R b9R b8V b5V b8R b6V
c2R c3R c3V c5V c7R c5R c7V c1V
d1R c4R c4V c6V c8R c6R c8V c2V
d4R d2R d4V d6V d6R d1V d8R d2V
e1R d3R d5V d7V d7R d5R d8V d3V
e4R e2R e4V e6V e6R e1V e5R e2V
f3R e3R e5V e7V e7R e8V e8R e3V
f4R f1R f5V f7V f5R f1V f7R f3V
g3R f2R f6V f8V f6R f2V f8R f4V
h3R g1R g5V g7V g4R g1V g7R g3V
h4R g2R g6V g8V g5R g2V g8R g4V
i4R h1R h5V h7V g6R h1V h7R h3V
k4R h2R h6V h8V h5R h2V h8R h4V
l3R i1R i5V i7V h6R i1V i7R i3R
m1R i2R i6V i8V i5R i2V i8R i3V
m2R k1R K5V K7V i6R k1V K7R i4V
n1R k2R K6V K8V k5R k2V K8R k3R
n2R l1R l6V l5V K6R l2V l6R k3V
o3R l4R l7V l8V l5R l3V l7R k4V
o4R m3R m7V m5V l8R m3V m6R l1V
p3R m4R m8V m6V m7R m4V n5R l2R
p4R n3R n7V n5V m8R m5R n6R l4V
q3R n4R n8V n6V n7R n3V o7R m1V
q4R o1R o5V o7V n8R n4V o8R m2V
r3R o2R o6V o8V o5R o1V p7R n1V
r4R p1R p5V p7V o6R o2V p8R n2V
s3R p2R p6V p8V p5R p1V q7R o3V
s4R q1R q6R q7V p6R p2V q8R o4V

q2R q6V q8V q5R q1V r7R p3V
r1R r5R r8V q5V q2V r8R p4V
r2R r6R s5V r6V r1V s7R q3V
s1R s5R s6V s7V r2V s8R q4V
s2R s6R s1V r3V

s2V r4V
s3V
s4V
	  40	  times 1	  time 1	  time	  37	  times 36	  times32	  times 37	  times 	  37	  times 36	  times 	  36	  times

BOTTOM	  BORDERS
N	  4 N	  8 N	  12 N	  16 N	  20 N	  24 N	  28 N	  32 N	  35	  (frag) N	  37	  (frag)
a1V a2R a2V a3R a3V a5R a5V a8R r6V r7V
a8V a7R a7V a4R a4V a6R a6V b2R
b12V b1R b2V b12R b1V b10R b10V b3R
b9V b4R b3V b7R b4V b11R b11V b6R
c5V b5R b5V b9R b6V b8R b7V c1R
c6V c3R c3V c7R c1V c5R c7V c2R
d6V c4R c4V c8R c2V c6R c8V d1R
d7V d2R d1V d6R d2V d5R d5V d4R
e6V d3R d4V d7R d3V d8R d8V e1R
e7V e2R e1V e6R e2V e5R e5V e4R
f7V e3R e4V e7R e3V e8R e8V f3R
f8V f1R f1V f5R f3V f7R f5V f4R
g7V f2R f2V f6R f4V f8R f6V g3R
g8V g1R g1V g4R g3V g7R g5V h3R
h7V g2R g2V g5R g4V g8R g6V h4R
h8V h1R h1V g6R h3V h7R h5V i3R
i7V h2R h2V h5R h4V h8R h6V i4R
i8V i1R i1V h6R i3V i7R i5V k3R
K7V i2R i2V i5R i4V i8R i6V k4R
K8V k1R k1V i6R k3V K7R K5V l2R
l8V k2R k2V k5R k4V K8R K6V l3R
m5V l1R l2V K6R l1V l6R l6V m1R
m6V l4R l3V l5R l4V l7R l7V m2R
n5V m3R m3V l8R m1V m5R m7V n1R
n6V m4R m4V m7R m2V m6R m8V n2R
o7V n3R n3V m8R n1V n5R n7V o3R
o8V n4R n4V n7R n2V n6R n8V o4R
p7V o1R o1V n8R o3V o7R o5V p3R
p8V o2R o2V o5R o4V o8R o6V p4R
q7V p1R p1V o6R p3V p7R p5V q3R
q8V p2R p2V p5R p4V p8R p6V q4R
r8V q1R q1V p6R q3V q7R q5V r3R
s7V q2R q2V q5R q4V q8R q6V r4R

r1R r1V q6R r3V r7R r5V s3R
r2R r2V r5R r4V r8R s5V s4R
s1R s1V r6R s3V s7R s6V
s2R s2V s5R s4V s8R

s6R
38	  times 1	  time 1	  time33	  times 	  37	  times 	  37	  times 37	  times 	  37	  times 	  36	  times 	  35	  times

LEFT	  BORDERS
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Top	  Borders	  	  

N	  1:	  36	  ,mes	  

N	  5:	  37	  ,mes	  

N	  9:	  36	  ,mes	  

N	  13:	  36	  
,mes	  

N	  17:	  38	  
,mes	  

N	  21:	  39	  
,mes	  

N	  25:	  37	  
,mes	  

N	  29:	  34	  
,mes	  

Right	  Borders	  

N	  2:	  35	  ,mes	  

N	  6:	  37	  ,mes	  

N	  10:	  37	  
,mes	  

N	  14:	  38	  
,mes	  	  

N	  18:	  37	  
,mes	  

N	  22:	  37	  
,mes	  

N	  26:	  36	  
,mes	  

N	  30:	  35	  
,mes	  

	  	  

BoJom	  borders	  

N	  3:	  32	  ,mes	  

N	  7:	  37	  ,mes	  

N	  11:	  37	  ,mes	  

N	  15:	  36	  ,mes	  

N	  19:	  36	  ,mes	  

N	  23:	  37	  ,mes	  

N	  27:	  36	  ,mes	  

N	  31:	  40	  ,mes	  

+	  

N	  33	  (frag):	  1	  
,me	  

N	  36	  (frag):	  1	  
,me	  

LeM	  borders	  

N	  4:	  33	  ,mes	  

N	  8:	  37	  ,mes	  

N	  12:	  37	  ,mes	  

N	  16:	  38	  ,mes	  

N	  20:	  37	  ,mes	  

N	  24:	  37	  ,mes	  

N	  28:	  36	  ,mes	  

N	  32:	  35	  ,mes	  

+	  

N	  33	  (frag):	  1	  
,me	  

N	  36	  (frag):	  1	  
,me	  

	  

TOTAL NUMBER OF 
BORDERS: 32  



15cBOOKTRADE 
Systematic application of this research method 

to the whole woodcut production 

 
Venice 
–  Essential role in the production of printed books; 

–  La capitale du livre illustré (A. Chastel, 1983);  

–  Well preserved and easily accessible books; highly studied collections 



15cBOOKTRADE 
Method 
 
-  Construction of a database 

-  Starting from Venice 

-  Organised by editions 

-  Starting from woodcut illustrations in early printed 
Aesopian texts (c. 1475-1520) 



Aesop 
•  Extensively printed 

•  Massively illustrated 

•  Out of Venice; after 1501 

•  Textual tradition 
 



Aesopus Moralisatus, Venezia, 
Manfredo de Bonelli de Monferrato,  
31 January 1491 

Domenico Cavalca, Punge Lingua,  
Bologna, Ercole de Nani, 29 March  
1493 
 
  











Construction of a 
database 
•  Capture of images; isolation of single cuts 

•  Metadata description for every cut (excel 
spreadsheet) 



Metadata description scheme 
•  Image name (ISTC + MEI + position + type of cut) 
•  Folio  
•  Image measures h x w in mm  
•  Cropped  
•  Position within the page  

  Titlepage 
  Full page 
  In text 

•  Type pf cut 
  Decorated initial 
  Border  
  Center 
  Volvella 
  Map 
  Accipies 
  With inserted text 

•  Controlled keywords  
•  Image tags (ICONCLASS) 
•  Technique 

Woodcut 
Metalcut 
Intaglio 

 

•  Number of the cut  
•  Total number of illustrations 
•  Total number of woodblocks 
•  Place of printing 
•  Printer 
•  Date of Printing 
•  Year of printing  
•  Essling number 
•  Sander number 
•  Person (artis/designer/cutter) linked to the image 
•  Artistic style 
•  Location of the copy examined 
•  Shelfmark 
•  State of conservation  

 Good 
 Damaged 
 Broken 

•  Details about picture and metadata description 
•  Other existing copies of the image (ISTC) 
•  Manuscript tradition 
•  Copy specific notes 
•  Bibliography 
•  Notes 



   Final result 



Aesopus moralisatus, Venice: 
Bernardino Benalio, 1487  

«[...] Livre très important, espèce de modèle pour les éditions postérieures».  
 

SANDER, Le livre à figures, i, p. 12 

 
 
 

•  Aesopus moralisatus [Latin and Italian], adapted – with additions, by Accio Zucco de 
Sommacampagna, Venice: Bernardinus Benalius, 20 Nov. 1487  

•  ISTC: ia00150400  
•  collation: a- k8 l6 m4 
•  in-quarto  
•  gothic character 
•  131 impressions, some of them repeated several times  
•  65 central woodcuts  
•  1 decorated initial (fol. a3r)  
•  1 small narrative woodcut on the colophon page (fol. [m2v])  
•  3 sets of borders, used repeatedly 

 



 Aesopus moralisatus, Venice: 
Bernardino Benalio, 1487  

Border 1 18 times (a2r; a4r; c3v; c4v; c7v; c8v; h2r; 
h3r; h8v; i2r; i3r; i4r; i7r; k4r; k7v; k8v; l4r; l5r); 
Measures: mm 130 x 95; 
Inconclass description: 47I111 cereal, grain, corn 
(grass with grains, grown for food, e.g.: wheat, rice, rye, 
oats, maize, buckwheat, millet); 48AA9854 vase ~ 
ornament - AA - stylized; 41D2653 border, ribbon, 
braid; 31;A22621 hair; 41A363 decorated gable; 
45C19(SHIELD) protective weapons: shield; 44B112 
emperor; 31AA221(+3) head (human) - AA - female 
human figure (+ sideview, profile); 43A433 crowning 
with laurel; 44B191 crown (symbol of sovereignty); 
25G4111 garland, wreath; 48A9834(+2) unidentifiable 
plant forms ~ ornament (+ framing decorations);  
Controlled Keywords: Spike; Grain; Vase; Ribbon; 
Hair; Gable; Head; Male; Shield; Emperor; Head; 
Profile; Laurel; Crown; Garland; Wreath.  

 



 Aesopus moralisatus, Venice: 
Bernardino Benalio, 1487  

Border 2 31 times (a5v; a8r; b1r; b2r; b3r; b4r; c1v; 
c2v; c6r; d3r; d4r; d7v; e1r; e2r; e4v; e5v; f3v; f5r; f7v; 
f8v; g2r; g3r; g8v; h4v; h6r; h7v; i5v; i8r; k1r; k5r; l2v); 
Measures: mm 134 x 95; 
Iconclass description: 31AA4561 merman - AA - 
mermaid, siren; 25FF52(...) amphibians with tail (with 
NAME) - FF - fabulous animals (sometimes wrongly 
called 'grotesques'); 'Mostri' (Ripa); 31AA2223 breasts - 
AA - female human figure; 41A363 decorated gable; 
31AA22362(+3) female sexual organs - AA - female 
human figure (+ sideview, profile); 48AA9831 foliage, 
tendrils, branches ~ ornament - AA - stylized; 
48AA98333 bunch of flowers ~ ornament - AA - 
stylized; 41A772 container of stone: stone vase; 
48AA9854 vase ~ ornament - AA - stylized; 25G4111 
garland, wreath; 31A22621 hair; 
Controlled keywords: Vase; Mermaids; Flowers; Tail; 
Fish; Breasts; Gable; Hair; Female; Profile; Side; 
Foliage; Tendrils; Branches; Flowers; Garland; Wreath. 



 Aesopus moralisatus, Venice: 
Bernardino Benalio, 1487  

Border 3 15 times (b5v; b6v; b7v; d1v; d5v; d6v; e3v; 
e7v; e8v; f1v; f2v; f6v; g4v; g7v; k2v); 
Measures: mm 135 x 94;  
Iconclass description: 48A9877 ornament ~ medallion; 
41A363 decorated gable; 31A221(+4) head (human) (+ 
three-quarter view); 31A534 beard; 31A71 male sex; 
man; 25G4111 garland, wreath; 48A9875 ornament ~ 
festoon, garland; 92D1916 cupids: 'amores', 'amoretti', 
'putti'; 43C7721 children's images; 11G angels; 11G 
angels; 48A9851 ribbon, scroll, banderole ~ ornament; 
48AA9831 foliage, tendrils, branches ~ ornament - AA - 
stylized; 48AA98333 bunch of flowers ~ ornament - AA 
- stylized;  
Controlled keywords: Medallion; Head; Male; Garland; 
Wreath; Putti; Ribbon; Naked; Angels; Wings; Children; 
Child; Gable; Beard; Flowers; Tendrils; Branches; 

Foliage.  



Composition of the 
printing sheet  

 
«When using a hand press each sheet of a book is printed 
from two formes (one for each side of the  
paper), the inner and outer formes. The outer includes the 
first page of the resulting gathering, plus those other pages 
necessary for the correct imposition of the appropriate 
format; the inner forme includes the remaining pages of the 
gathering».  
 

Forme in The Oxford Companion to the Book, edited by M. F. SUAREZ-H.R. 
WOUDHUYSEN (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2010), ii, pp. 730-1.  

 

 



 Outcomes for scholars 
•  Inventory of 15° century woodcuts and 

illustrated editions (update ISTC) 

•  Survey on printers’ practice and business 
relationships 

•  Investigation of the iconographic tradition 
of a single text (Aesop) 



15cBOOKTRADE 
 

http://www.mod-langs.ox.ac.uk/research/15cBooktrade/ 
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