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CERL Seminar at ETH Zürich on Wednesday 14 March 2018

E-CODICES AND FRAGMENTARIUM. BUILDING FOR

AND BUILDING UPON THE INTEROPERABILITY

PARADIGM.

William O. Duba and Maria Widmer, project managers
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HISTORY – 2005-2007

pilot project CESG – Codices Electronici Sangallenses (Digital 

Abbey Library of St. Gall)

St. Gallen, Stiftsbibliothek, Cod. Sang. 23: Folchart Psalter (Psalterium Galli
canum with Cantica)

St. Gallen, Stiftsbibliothek, Cod. Sang. 53: Evangelium longum
(Evangelistary)

St. Gallen, Stiftsbibliothek, Cod. Sang. 51: Irish Evangelary from St. Gall 

https://www.e-codices.ch/en/list/one/csg/0023
https://www.e-codices.ch/en/list/one/csg/0053
https://www.e-codices.ch/en/list/one/csg/0051
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HISTORY – 2008-2012

Virtual Manuscript Library of Switzerland
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HISTORY – 2013-2016

Part of swissuniversities’ program “Scientific

Information: Access, processing and 

safeguarding”

New web application
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HISTORY – 2014: NEW WEB APPLICATION

e-codices v.1.29 e-codices v.2.0
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March 2018: 1947 documents from 79 collections online



mandated byVirtual Manuscript Library of Switzerland

1) Manuscripts

2) Research Library

3) Switzerland

4) Multilingualism

5) Quality Reproductions

6) Quality Metadata and Search Functions

7) Interoperability

8) Manuscript Education

9) Open Access

NINE GUIDING PRINCIPLES
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INTEROPERABILITY – PRINCIPLE

• “We seek to create the most comprehensive network 

possible and to enable automated sharing of images 

and metadata using a variety of 

interfaces.”https://www.e-

codices.ch/en/about/key_aspects

https://www.e-codices.ch/en/about/key_aspects
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INTEROPERABILITY – MEASURES I

Old webapplication:

Quality Metadata - Descriptions encoded in XML (TEI-P5)

OAI interface

Open Access
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INTEROPERABILITY– EXAMPLES
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New application:

SharedCanvas Data Model

Loris Image Server with integrated International Image 

Interoperability Framework API (http://iiif.io/)

INTEROPERABILITY – MEASURES II

http://iiif.io/
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Example: Mirador (http://projectmirador.org/)

INTEROPERABILITY – IMAGES

http://projectmirador.org/




São Leopoldo, UNISINOS 
Memorial Jesuíta, 338215

Plutarch, Philopoemen

http://www.fragmentarium.ms
/view/page/F-wzqn/624/10415

http://www.fragmentarium.ms/view/page/F-wzqn/624/10415


Book of Hours (Use of Paris)

Cleveland, OH, Cleveland 
Public Library, F Z109. E304

http://www.fragmentarium.
ms/view/page/F-
qux7/633/10444

http://www.fragmentarium.ms/view/page/F-qux7/633/10444
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Philadelphia, Free Library of Pennsylvania
Lewis E M 5:01

Fragment from a Biblical Commentary
http://www.fragmentarium.ms/view/page/F-

kxvs/618/10396

http://www.fragmentarium.ms/view/page/F-kxvs/618/10396


Chartres, Médiathèque
l’Apostrophe, Ms. 54

Origenes, Explanatio
super Pauli epistolam

ad Romanos

http://www.fragmentar
ium.ms/view/page/F-

qhsb/507/7394
(à paraître)

http://www.fragmentarium.ms/view/page/F-qhsb/507/7394


FRAGMENTARIUM: PROJECT 
HISTORY

• January 2014: First Planning Meeting, Geneva

• June 2015: Project Start

• June 2016: First Case Study Workshop, Fribourg

• May 2017: Second Case Study Workshop, Wolfenbüttel

• September 2017: Fragmentarium Launch, Second Planning 

Meeting, St. Gallen

• Spring 2018: Launch of Fragmentology E-Journal

• Autumn 2018: Third Case Study Workshop

• December 2018: End of Phase I

• January 2019: Fragmentarium Phase II



Current (Red) and Planned (Blue) Collaborations, Europe



Current (Red) and Planned (Blue) Collaborations, Worldwide



Book of Hours (Use of Paris)

Cleveland, OH, Cleveland 
Public Library, F Z109. E304

http://www.fragmentarium.
ms/view/page/F-
qux7/633/10444

http://www.fragmentarium.ms/view/page/F-qux7/633/10444
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E-mail: 

• maria.widmer@unifr.ch
• william.duba@unifr.ch

Website: 

• www.e-codices.ch
• www.fragmentarium.ms

QUESTIONS ? CONTACT:

mailto:maria.widmer@unifr.ch
mailto:rafael.schwemmer@textandbytes.com
http://www.e-codices.ch
http://www.fragmentarium.unifr.ch/

