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MATERIAL EVIDENCE



15cBOOKTRADE Project:
An evidence-based assessment and visualisation of the

distribution, sale, and reception of books in the
Renaissance

http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk/
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Innovative Approach to sources

Physical evidence historical evidence

Capturing the movement of the books as evidence
of trade and use by tagging geographically and
chronologically

Integration of provenance records from different
sources: book-in-hand, paper catalogues, and
electronic ones
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Our collections as disiecta membra
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Tracking the mobility of books
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Geographical (geonames.org) and Chronological tagging
of each Provenance element



Oxford, Bodleian Library, Auct. P inf. 1.3-4
Aristoteles, Opera. Venice: A. Torresanus and B. de Blavis, 1483.
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MEI 02009054
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Link to image of copy at SMU, Texas
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Lucanus, Pharsalia, Venice: 1477
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Wenceslas Brack, physician of Salzburg
† 1495
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1o Block of Provenance
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Weissenau, Premonstratensians, 1145-1802
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Salzburg Weissenau
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2o Block of Provenance
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Samuel Butler 1774-1839, classical scholar
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Master of Schrewsbury
School 1798-

Bishop of Lichfield 1836- Lichfield Cathedral



3o Block of Provenance
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4o Block of Provenance

19



Reconstruction of a dispersed collection:
Venice, S. Giorgio Maggiore, OSB
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BODLEIAN COPY:
Iste liber est monachorum congregationis S. Justine de Padua deputatus in S. Georgii
maioris Venetiarum | .773.



1 copy in Oxford: WHERE ARE THE OTHERS?
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Biblia Latina
Venice: Franciscus Renner, 1480

Oxford, Bodleian Library, Auct. M 2.12
Bod-inc B-275

German style decoration



Reconstruction of a dispersed collection:
Venice, S. Giorgio Maggiore, OSB

4/25/2017 22



4/25/2017 23



http://15cv.trade [access via chrome]
(now 85 editions in 87 copies)
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Inspector: Owners (S. Giorgio Maggiore)
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Inspector: role, profession, gender…
and subject (S. Giorgio Maggiore)
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by clicking on a node we visualise each
individual journey: Copy in BL
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Copy in the trade
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Copy in Mantua
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Other historical questions

Circulation of a certain text

Circulation of a certain author

Circulation of a certain edition

Circulation of a certain subject

[Circulation of the output of a printer]

[Circulation of a certain language]

Circulation of the output of a printing town

Comparison among them: Venice / Paris
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A video which explains the visualization of
MEI and TEXT-inc data using our visualization
suite is available here:

https://vimeo.com/172076861
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MEI Statistics (21 Apr. 2017)

Editions: 9,105

Copies: 22,196

Owners: 10, 377

c. 332 libraries in 12 countries, 2 continents
http://www.cerl.org/resources/mei/about/libraries

 c.115 editors: librarians and scholars
http://www.cerl.org/resources/mei/about/editors
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MEI in the US

Berkeley, Bancroft Library, 131/137 (David
Faulds)

Boston, Isabella Stewart Gardner, 9 (John
Lancaster)

Bryn Mawr PA, Goodhart collection, 14

NewYork, John Gordan, 3

Cambridge MA 707/788 (John Lancaster +
Noah Sheola,Alicia Bowling)

Iowa City, 11 (Gregory Prickman)
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MEI in the US

NewYork, Columbia, 64/68 (Consuelo
Dutschke + Alice Laforet)

NewYork, Morgan, 50/56 (John McQuillen)

Northampton, Smith College, 26 (John
Lancaster)

Princeton, 258/303 (John Lancaster)

San Marino, Huntington, 13 (Stephen Tabor)

Others

TOTAL: 1286/14284/25/2017 34



Latest update

Electronic upload of c.2,000 The Hague KB

Electronic upload of c.4,500 Cambridge UL

Electronic upload of c.6,500Vienna NL

Electronic upload of c.70,000 INKA?

HEBRAICA in Europe (154/c.1500), grant
application pending
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CERL Internship and Placement Grant

1,000 Euros in 2014

2,000 Euros in 2015

3,000 Euros in 2016

Angeline Rais (CH) > London, Lambeth Palace

Francesca Rocchi (IT) > Bodleian

Thomas Theyssens (BE) > British Library

Ruben Celani (IT) > The Hague

Maria O’Shea (IE) > The Hague

Judith Kolumbán (RO) > The Hague4/25/2017 36



Printing Revolution and Society
1450-1500:

50 years that changed Europe

Venice, Correr Museum and Marciana Library

17-19 September 2018

Conference and Exhibition
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http://15cbooktrade.ox.ac.uk/news-
events-dissemination/
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TEXT-inc (15cBOOKTRADE)
Corpus of texts printed in the 15 century

http://textinc.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/
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All texts listed

Tituli provided

Incipit and explicit

Colophon transcription

Secundo folio

Subject
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28,000 editions
450,000 > 800,000 copies
4,000 libraries



4/25/2017 44

location:* AND location_count:1 8,054 UNICA

700 Paris BnF
421 London BL



VGG Image Annotator (VIA)

 No installation required
(runs in a browser)

 Can be used offline

 Application size < 200
Kb (can be emailed)

 CSV & JSON
import/export of
annotations

 Variety of region
shapes (rectangle, circle,
ellipse, polygon and
point)



TRACK THE USE OF
A SINGLE BLOCK

- Reoccurrences of the same block in different editions;

- Reoccurrences of the same block within one single edition.

b6 – used 20 times
a2v; b1v; b2v; c2r; c5r; c6r; d1r; d6v;
d7v; e5v; e6v; f1r; f4r; f8r; g1v; g8v;
h3v; h6v; i2v; i4v

ia00153500_00202145_a2v (detail)


