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Florian Ungler’s device 

source: Jan Cervus Tucholczyk, Institutiones 
grammaticae, Kraków Florian Ungler 1533 
(Biblioteka Narodowa Warszawa, SD XVI.O.376 adl). 

Maciej Szarfenberg’s device 

source: Johannes Caesarius, Dialectica, Kraków 

Maciej Szarfenberger 1546 (Biblioteka Jagiellońska 

Kraków,  Cim 202). 



„I confess to some envy of those who can distinguish at a glance 
between a device and a mere ornament, or an emblem, or a cut, 
as the case may be; for I certainly have not yet learnt to do so”. 

 

 
Ronald B. McKerrow, ‘Introduction’, in: Printers’ and Publishers’ Devices in England and Scotland 1485-1640 

(London: The Bibliographical Society, 1949), p. xii. 



„(…) it is hard to draw up a satisfactory definition; we must be 
content to regard certain blocks as lying on the border line and 
include or reject them as we please”. 

 

 
Ronald B. McKerrow, ‘Introduction’, in: Printers’ and Publishers’ Devices in England and Scotland 1485-1640 

(London: The Bibliographical Society, 1949), p. xiv. 

 

 



Michał z Bystrzykowa, Questiones..., Kraków 
Florian Ungler 1512 (BJ Cim 4016). 

Paweł z Krosna, Panegyricus ad divum Stanislaum, 
Kraków Jan Haller 1522 (BJ Cim 4332). 



Mateusz Piskorzewski, Ad Joannem Zamoiscium 
gratulatio, Kraków Jan Januszowski 1583 (egz. 
Ossolineum Wrocław, XVI.1691). 

Stanisław Sokołowski, Ultima responsio, Kraków 
Jan Januszowski 1583 (egz. Ossolineum 
Wrocław, XVI.2590). 



Stanisław Sokołowski, De verae et falsae Ecclesiae 
discrimine, Kraków Jan Januszowski 1583 (BJ Cim 8064). 

Johann Werner, De triangulis sphaericis, 
Kraków Łazarz Andrysowic 1557 (BJ Cim 8274).  



Georg Joachim Rheticus, Proemium, in: Johann Werner, De triangulis sphaericis, Kraków Łazarz 
Andrysowic 1557 (BJ Cim 8274). 



Georg Joachim Rheticus, Canon doctrinae 
triangulorum, Leipzig 1551 (BJ Cim 5884). 

Georg Joachim Rheticus, Joachim Camerarius, 
Euclidis elementorum geometricorum libri sex, 
Leipzig 1549 (Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin Nl 4490). 



Adam Romer, Columna in felicem ingressum, Kraków Jan Januszowski 1592 (Ossol. XVI.Qu.2461). 



Mikołaj Rej, Źwierciadło, Kraków Maciej 
Wirzbięta 1568 (BJ Cim 8181). 

Jakub Niemojewski, Epidromus, Kraków Maciej 
Wirzbięta 1571-72 (egz. BJ Cim 497). 



Wirzba na stałość, in: Mikołaj Rej, Źwierzyniec, 
Kraków Maciej Wirzbięta 1562 (Ossol. XVI.Qu.3188). 

Piotr Statorius, Polonicae grammatices institutio, 
Kraków Maciej Wirzbięta 1568 (BJ Cim 315). 



Rhetorica ad Herrenium, Kraków Barbara Wietorowa 1549 (BJ Cim 142). 



Desiderius Erasmus, Querela pacis, Kraków 
Hieronim Wietor 1518 (Ossol. XVI.Qu.2258). 

Desiderius Erasmus, Opus de conscribendis epistolis, 
Kraków Hieronim Wietor 1523 (BJ Cim 92). 



Plinius Maior, Liber septimus naturalis historiae, 
Kraków Hieronim Wietor 1526 (Ossol. XVI.Qu.2694). 

Quentin Matsys, Erasmus’ medal © Trustees 
of the British Museum 











Florian Ungler’s device 

source: Jan Cervus Tucholczyk, Institutiones 
grammaticae, Kraków Florian Ungler 1533 (BN SD 
XVI.O.376 adl.) 
 

Cyprian Bazylik’s device 

source: Marino Barlezio, Historyja o żywocie i zacnych 
sprawach Jerzego Kastryjota, Brześć Litewski Cyprian 
Bazylik 1569 (BJ Cim 8166). 



Rhetorica ad Herrenium, Kraków Barbara 
Wietorowa 1549 (BJ Cim 142). 

Desiderius Erasmus, Commentarius in nucem Ovidii, 
Basel Johann Froben 1524 (Ossol. XVI.O.493). 





Jan Kochanowski, In nuptias Illustrium Ioann[is] de 
Zamoscio... epithalamion, Kraków Jan Januszowski 
1583 (BJ Cim 4475). 

Reinhold Heidenstein, De nuptiis Joannis de 
Zamoscio epistola, Kraków Jan Januszowski 1583 
(Ossol. XVI.1786). 



Wojciech Oczko, Cieplice, Kraków Jan Januszowski 
1578 (BJ Cim 4455). 

Mateusz Piskorzewski, Ad illustrissimum D. 
Joannem Zamoiscium... de nuptiis... gratulatio, 
Kraków Jan Januszowski 1583 (BJ Cim 4478). 



Poseł z Wołoch, Kraków Franciszek Cezary 1621 
(Kraków Biblioteka XX. Czartoryskich 12175 I). 

 

 



Franciszek Cezary’s device 

source: Szymon Starowolski, Monumenta Sarmatarum, Kraków Oficyna wdowy i 
dziedziców Franciszka Cezarego 1655 (egz. BJ 22594 III Mag. St. Dr). 

 



His [Aeneas’s] harden’d Heart nor Pray’rs nor Threatings move; 
Fate, and the God, had stop’d his Ears to Love. 
As when the Winds their airy Quarrel try; 
Justling from ev’ry quarter of the Sky; 
This way and that, the Mountain Oak they bend, 
His Boughs they shatter, and his Branches rend; 
With Leaves, and falling Mast, they spread the Ground, 
The hollow Vallies eccho to the Sound: 
Unmov’d, the Royal Plant their Fury mocks; 
Or shaken, clings more closely to the Rocks: 
Far as he shoots his tow’ring Head on high, 
So deep in Earth his fix’d Foundations lie. 
No less a Storm the Trojan Heroe bears; 
Thick Messages and loud Complaints he hears; 
And bandy’d Words, still beating on his Ears. 
Sighs, Groans and Tears, proclaim his inward Pains, 
But the firm purpose of his Heart remains. 
 

Virgil, Aeneid, transl. John Dryden (London: Penguin, 1997), Book IV, 636-652, p. 105. 



Geffrey Whitney, A choice of emblems, Leiden 1586. 

 

Joannes Sambucus, Emblemata, Antwerp 1564. 



Andrea Alciato, Emblematum liber, Augsburg 1531. Andrea Alciato, Emblemata, Lyon 1550. 



Oceanus quamvis fluctus pater excitet omnes, 

Danubiumque omnem barbare Turca bibas, 

Non tamen irrumpes perfracto limite, Caesar 

Dum Charlus populis bellica signa dabit. 

Sic sacrae quercus firmis radicibus astant, 

Sicca licet venti concutiant folia. 

  

Though Father Ocean rouses all his waves, though, barbarous Turk, you drink the 
Danube dry, yet you shall not break through the boundary and burst in, while Emperor 
Charles shall give to his peoples the signal for war. Even so, holy oaks stand firm with 
tenacious roots, though the winds rattle dry leaves. 

 
Andrea Alciatus, Emblemata (Lyon: Macé Bonhomme, Guillaume Rouille, 1550), transl. Betty I. Knott 
(Aldershot: Scolar Press, 1996), p. 49.  



Poseł z Wołoch, Kraków Franciszek Cezary 1621 
(Kraków Biblioteka XX. Czartoryskich 12175 I). 

 

 


