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Advisory Task Group Report

November 2005 - November 2006 

National Széchényi Library, Budapest
The ATG met twice in 2006: on 10 March in London and on 9 June in Lyon. A third meeting will take place on 9 November prior to the Annual General Meeting in the National Széchényi Library in Budapest. Following the ATG Workplan for 2005-2007 the following activities can be reported:

I. HPB Database Development
The ATG set the priorities for their work as: 1) Assisted Searching, 2) Notepad, and 3) Editing. However, the realization of the developments had to be put on halt until the HPB has been moved to the OCLC environment.
II. CERL Thesaurus

The meeting discussed in detail the progress of the loading additional data, use and new features developments. 

The improved editor WinADH, and the new search interface and UNICODE (UTF-8) were installed.

Integration of provenance records: the meeting discussed the best way to integrate the provenance information to CERL’s services, and the conclusion was that it would be most convenient to link CT data to external resources holding provenance information. A special button was implemented in the new CT interface. 
Develop Assisted Searching on Personal Names: Scheduled for development by OCLC in 2007.
Planned activity for 2007 is to introduce multi lingual search interface.
III. Notepad

CERL Thesaurus: Following a hacker attack, the CT was migrated to a new server within the SUB Göttingen, and there are plans to move the CT to a host outside the SUB Göttingen. An automated email-based notification system is in preparation and will be implemented when the CT has been moved to this new server. 

An RSS feed for automatic notification has been introduced (both for the general public and CERL staff – with slightly different functionalities).

CERL Manuscripts Portal: the meeting discussed the possibility to integrate the Notepad developed by DCG also in the CERL Manuscripts Portal, with submitted comments to be held by DCG.
HPD Database: Integration of a notepad facility in the HPB is scheduled for implementation by OCLC in 2007.
IV. Printers’ devices

Information on printers’ devices is available at: http://www.cerl.org/CERL/printers_devices.htm; with the search availability of the EDIT16, Censimento nazionale delle edizioni italiane del XVI secolo, available at: http://www.edit16.iccu.sbn.it, and Ronald B. McKerrow. Printers’ & Publishers’ Devices in England & Scotland 1485-1640 available at: http://www.kb.dk/elib/bhs/mckerrow_files/index.htm. The work on Philippe Renouard, Les marques typographiques parisiennes des 15e et 16e sičcles (Paris, 1926) is in progress.

The meeting discussed and identified other sources for inclusion: see the CERL website for possible candidates.

V. Stable identifiers

The report was edited and published as a joint CERL and ECPA (European Commission on Preservation) publication in November 2006.

VI. FRBR Working Group

The report was planned for AGM meeting in November 2006. Although much of the preliminary work was done, the WG stopped its activities due to the changed situation of the hosting of the HPB. The WG expects the CERL Office to contact OCLC to discuss its interest in and possible schedule for planning this activity.

VII. Register of Digital Projects

Access to Digitised Card Catalogues was further discussed in direction of employing a student to undertake further work on lists of available card catalogues, and to research the best means of making the collated information available to users. Work will be continued in 2007.
VIII. Ask a Librarian

The service was started, and two queries were received. These were dealt with by CERL’s Executive Manager. Due to the HPB migration to the OCLC environment, and the low uptake of the service, a planned action to develop a marketing plan was deferred to 2007. First, it will be necessary to implement this service in the OCLC environment.

IX. CERL Website

A. Jahnke reported on the June meeting on the structure of the website; comments and suggestions were given. The full implementation is planned for 2007.

X. CERL ‘gateway’

The meeting discussed the possibilities for cross searching of MSS and HPB (through Z39.50).  The work is in progress (see also FM/2006/5).

XI. Provenance portal/gateway

As a first step, the CERL Thesaurus was linked to provenance information held at members’ libraries; additional relevant resources are posted on the CERL website. In 2007 the ATG plans to discuss whether this should be scaled up to the level of a  provenance portal.
Other matters

The following matters were also discussed:

· ISBD(A):  G. Jonsson, the Chair of the IFLA ISBD(A) Review Working Group, reported on the final version of the ISBD. The ISBD will be incorporated into the new version of ISBD – the Consolidated ISBD to be published in 2007.

· UNIMARC and PUC: the ATG liaises with the Permanent UNIMARC Committee on various issues related to fields related to Place and date of publication.

CERL Portal

In addition to the elements featured on the ATG work plan, the ATG discussed technical matters concerning search and retrieval of the various manuscript databases prepared by the Electronic Publishing Centre at Uppsala University Library (EPC Uppsala). Discussions were led by Ivan Boserup, Chairman of the Manuscripts Advisory Board, and Liesbeth Oskamp, Project Manager. See FM/2006/5 for a full report of the progress of the Project.

Mirna Willer

ATG Chair









Zagreb, 2 November 2006
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