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SUMMARY

As in previous years, RLG staff was pleased to continue working closely with CERL staff, committee members, and file contributors to add new files and updates to the Hand Press Book database (HPB).  

RLG participated in the CERL Advisory Task Group and Executive Committee meetings, answered queries, and responded to the needs of CERL member users of HPB.  We also served both CERL members and subscribers to HPB with account management, search assistance, and training.  

At present there are 24 subscribers to HPB, and among these are library consortia that provide access to more than 30 institutions.  In addition, ten institutions have accessed HPB in 2003 on a per-search option.  

Over 300,000 new records were added to the database this year, bringing the HPB total to more than 1,633,000.    

As in past years, the RLG Information Center wrote scripts for CERL member institutions to set up reading room access based on IP addresses, enabled communication between RLG’s Z39.50 server and individual CERL member client software, as well as responding to inquiries regarding HPB and CERL from libraries, scholars, and booksellers.

RLG publicized HPB at professional conferences, via promotional literature, by providing demonstrations in Europe and North America, as well as monitoring trial access to the file.     Articles highlighting new contributions and enhancements to HPB were written for RLG Focus and other venues.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS DURING 2004
● File conversion and loading

The following collections and updates were loaded into HPB during fiscal year 2003-2004:

British Library – ISTC 



29,392 update records added in April 2004

National Library of Russia


7,896 update records added in September 2004

Oxford University Libraries


68,457 update records added in November 2003

University of London Libraries


7,078 update records added in February 2004

Warsaw University Libraries


1,072 update records added in April 2004

Yale University Library



270,744 records added in May 2004

The load of the ISTC file from the British Library was completed with only minor adjustments to the conversion program being needed. 

The National Library of Russia update file was loaded with adjustments needed for the Cadet Corps records.

Modifications were required for the University of Oxford conversion program to accommodate the Early Printed Books, including material from the college libraries.

The rewrite of the University of London conversion program to handle MARC21-format records was completed and loaded.  These included 688 serial records.

An analysis of the Warsaw University update file was required and revisions made.

Librarians at Yale’s rare books library, the Beinecke, contributed over 270,000 records; the first from a North American library. An article appeared in the October 2004 RLG Focus. 

The National Library of Hungary XML-format file of 16th-century Hungarica (“Antiqua Catalogue of the National Széchényi Library”) was assigned to Dana Jemison to develop the conversion.

The National and University Library of Croatia update file of 5864 records was received. The test file was approved, and production file loading is currently in process.
A conversion program was written for the new file from the National Library of Wales. The staff of the Library approved the test file, and the 8125 records are in the process of being loaded.  
● Trials for prospective subscribers

RLG provided free trials to four institutions that were interested in learning more about the database:

Ordo Templi Orientis Archives

Newcastle City Library

Fuji Women's University

Chicago Botanic Garden Library



PLANS FOR 2005

RLG is proceeding with the migration to the new database infrastructure.  The focus of the migration is on the RLG Union Catalog.  The other individual databases will follow. HPB will have its own migration schedule, and current expectations are that migration will be completed in the first quarter of calendar 2005.

FILE STATISTICS


October 2002
October 2003
October 2004

Number of records in file
1,281,911
1,314,444
1,633,224

Current number of HPB subscriptions
28
26
24

Number of users with per-search access
9
20
28

Total searches on HPB by subscribers 

(Sept 2003-Aug 2004) (not by CERL)
43,822
48,653
11,573



Total records by contributor
Contributor 
Records

Bavarian State Library, Munich
526,920

Bavarian State Library, Munich, VD 16 Supplement
26,975

British Library – ISTC
29,421

British Library – K17
24,725

Cathedral Libraries Catalogue
25,718

Central Institute for the Union Catalogue of Italian Libraries
140,350

Goettingen State and University Library
157,317

National and University Library of Croatia
2,346

National and University Library of Slovenia
18,837

National Library of France
27,935

National Library of Russia, St. Petersburg
20,479

National Library of Scotland
14,287

National Library of Spain
14,557

Oxford University Libraries
76,035

Royal Library of Sweden
54,967

Royal Library of the Netherlands
101,834

University of London Libraries
45,209

Warsaw University Libraries

Wellcome Library

Yale University Library
2,938

51,640

270,744

Total
1,633,224

HPB Subscribers  (during  2004)

Brigham Young University

CERL

Columbia University

Duke University

Florida Consortium


Folger Shakespeare Library

Harvard University

Indiana University

Library of Congress

National Library of New Zealand

New York University

OhioLINK


Princeton University

Rutgers University


Stanford University


Texas A&M University


University of California

University of Chicago


University of Maryland


University of Minnesota


University of Pennsylvania


University of Southern California


University of Texas at Austin


University of Toronto


HPB Per-Search Users  (during  2004)

Alexander Turnbull Library 

Bard Graduate Center

Cornell University

Cumberland Rare Books


Getty Research Institute

New York Public Library

The Newberry Library

Pierpont Morgan Library


Philadelphia Rare Books and Manuscripts Company

Syracuse University
Prepared by Wesley M. Taoka

October 28, 2004

PAGE  
1

