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The ATG met two times in 2004: its 33rd meeting was held on 12th March in Lisbon and  34th meeting on 18th June in München. The third or 35th  meeting will take place on 11th November prior to the Annual General Meeting in Edinburgh. The ATG discussed the following topics. 

Remit / Membership of the ATG

The ATG agreed with Madame Chairperson Ann Matheson’s view on its remit: 

“The ATG is responsible for devising, planning and recommending/deciding the Consortium's technical policies and their implications. The ATG reports progress to the EC, and, as required, presents recommendations on issues upon which it wishes the EC to take executive decisions. The EC should not be involved in the detail of the ATG's work, but should take the necessary executive decisions on matters referred to it.”

The ATG agreed that discussion papers needed for its work would be prepared by its members, who would also act (as they already do so) as liaisons to other projects/working parties of interest to CERL. However, in the areas not covered by the members’ expertise, the ATG will identify and invite outside consultants or experts. Aiming at that, the ATG made a proposal to the EC for the budget for the next year.

The ATG invited Ms. Eeva Murtomaa of the Finish National Library to join the ATG as its member. Ms. Murtomaa is a well known specialist in bibliographic standards, member of IFLA’s bodies in the field, and author of notable studies on FRBR – the topic of particular interest to the ATG’s plans for future developments.

Identification of Derived Records

Mr. A. Curwen has presented a document on the identification of derived records which is still under discussion pending further clarification from RLG and Mr. Curwen.

Surrogates

The ATG discussed the inclusion of bibliographical records for surrogates in the HPB database, and it was decided that Mr. Curwen amend File Procedures document 1 with respect to:

· CERL will include bibliographical records for surrogates where the originals are difficult to get hold of;

· the surrogate records must include a full bibliographical description of the original, including the shelfmark;

· periodicals and serials started before 1830 will be included;

· where it is a series of monographs, only those items printed before 1830 should be included.

CERL Thesaurus

The ATG has invited Mr. Alexander Jahnke of the Niedersächsische Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek, Göttingen to join the meetings and present the work on the CERL Thesaurus. Mr. Jahnke is working on the new addition to the CT (over 400.000 records are being identified) and on the mechanisms for merging and de-duplicating CT records with the aim that records refer to the same entity.

DCG have further developed the WinADH software, so that it can now validate UNIMARC fields and subfields, and are in the process of ensuring that WinADH can validate the CT internal format, so that during manual input editors may be alerted to violations to the CT format structure. They have also prepared a manual for the use of WinADH duplicate editing.

DCG are also testing external linking from the CERL Thesaurus on the case of the link to the Short-Title Catalogue Netherlands.

The State and Use of Assisted Searching

Some further improvement on the Assisted Searching were being agreed upon with RLG and DCG, while it was concluded that a two-year development plan, including further refinements of place name Assisted Searching, would be drawn up.

Other Issues

The ATG also discussed and gave opinion on issues that are being reported in detail during this meeting by the respective chairs of the Post-2006 Contract, Manuscript and Services Working Group, as well as by the Executive Manager on file loads.

ATG in 2005: Further Developments

The ATG has identified the following topics that need to be investigated as part of  the direction of CERL’s further developments:

· investigate the issues related to stable identifiers (commission a report)

· investigate whether FRBR can/should be applied to the HPB database with the aim of achieving 'Quality improvement of the HPB'

· investigate whether CERL should provide 'open' access to the HPB

· as part of the discussion whether HPB access should be opened up, the ATG should instigate an HPB user study

· develop further the internet access to electronic images of printers’ devices that was started by making accessible KB Copenhagen’s McKerrow’s printers’ devices

· revise CERL website

· compile a list of digital card catalogues 

· develop the ‘Ask a Librarian’ feature, taking into consideration the RLG Request button.
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