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File loads in 2003-2004

At the time of the Full Members’ meeting in 2003, twenty files were combined in the HPB database with a total of c. 1.3 million records (details may be found in Appendix I – files loaded onto the HPB). Shortly thereafter the records of Yale University Library, and file updates for the University of Oxford and London University Library were added. 

This year one new file – records from the National Library of Wales – and three file updates were dispatched to RLG. RLG’s loading of the National Library of Hungary file in XML format was delayed. CERL had not sent a file in XML format to RLG before, and the XML to the HPB’s MARC21 format required extensive research.

As planned, RLG has been undertaking its server migration this year, and this process has inevitably impacted on normal services, resulting in the inclusion of a lower number of CERL files than usual during the year. Once all outstanding files have been added to the Hand Press Book database, it will total over 1.6 million records.



Number of records
Cumulative total
ESTC

2004

22
NL Hungary
c. 13,000
Delayed


23
NL Wales
8,125




Updates: NLR
10,610




UL Warsaw
1,072




NL Croatia
5,864




Total
c. 38,700
c. 1,660,252
468,450

Total HPB and ESTC combined: c. 2,128,702

Future file loads

In 2004-2005 CERL intends to have an extensive file loading programme:



Number of records
Format
Notes

Files for loading in 2004-2005

24
NL Lithuania
2,442
UNIMARC
3rd analysis dispatched to NL

25
KB Copenhagen
c. 42,000
UNIMARC
3rd test file expected 4 November 2004

26
UL Helsinki – Fennica
4,950
UNIMARC


27
4 Polish libraries’

German holdings
c. 30,500

Converted. to UNIMARC

Updates


ICCU – SBN(A)
c. 52,000
UNIMARC



NLR
c. 5,200
UNIMARC



NLS
?
MARC21



SUB Göttingen
?
UNIMARC



Estimated total
180,000



Further files are in preparation (details may be found in Appendix II – Files offered for inclusion in the HPB), and others are being solicited. 

The extensive file analyses prepared by the Data Conversion Group and Tony Curwen are generally gratefully received by the CERL file providers. The detailed listings of (cataloguing) errors are typically used for extensive corrections to individual records as well as a review of cataloguing practices. CERL would like to thank Tony Curwen and Data Conversion Group very warmly for their work in this respect. 
CERL Thesaurus file and Assisted Searching

The CERL Thesaurus is designed as an independent database, and contains variant forms of place names, imprint names and personal names and is freely accessible through the CERL website: http://www.cerl.org/Thesaurus/thesaurus.htm. The CERL Thesaurus is developed and hosted by the Data Conversion Group in Göttingen.

The CERL Thesaurus is composed mainly of authority files provided by CERL members (detailed statistics may be found in Appendix III – CERL Thesaurus Statistics). This year the CERL Thesaurus was expanded by a large set of records, notably personal names from the Personennamendatei (PND), the German national authority file. The first extraction was made available free of charge, and weekly update files are purchased from Die Deutsche Bibliothek. Records extracted from the VD16 (BSB München) offered valuable data on imprint names and personal names, and DCG added bibliographic details for reference works used in the ESTC (cited in the CERL Thesaurus records).

A further 8,732 records are in preparation for loading. These records have been offered for inclusion by ICCU (Edit16 imprint records and related reference works), the Bibliothèque nationale de France (reference works used for imprint records), University Library of Warsaw (personal and corporate names), the English Short-Title Catalogue (corporate names) and the National Library of Croatia (place names).   

The aim of the CERL Thesaurus is to ensure that for each individual person (or single corporate body) there is only one record, which means that duplicate records will have to be merged. For records that are certainly duplicates, DCG has developed a process of algorithmic merging. In cases where records are potential duplicates, an editor will have to authorise the merging of these records. DCG have further expanded the WinADH software functionality to offer this matching and merging facility. 

WinADH deduplication facility
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Left window: A record identified as possibly describing the same person.
Right window: The duplicate candidate offered for merger with the first record.

In the last few months, Mrs Klier (BSB, München) has used the software with great success and has been able to able to work on over 9,000 records. In total 17,612 records have been merged. A further 119,792 references point to 60,140 possibly duplicate records. This shows that the deduplication of the CERL Thesaurus is a large undertaking, and CERL invites its members to participate in the process.

Executive Committee and ATG

The Executive Committee met three times this year: 13 March in Lisbon, 19 June in München, and 11 November in Edinburgh. In each meeting it received reports from the Manuscripts, Membership and Post-2006 Preparations Working Groups, as well as reports from the Secretary, the Treasurer, the Executive Manager and the Chair of the ATG. In addition the Executive Committee drew up a policy document on types of material to be included in the HPB, and discussed current European research library developments, a conference on security held at the Bibliothèque nationale de France and arrangements to mark CERL’s tenth anniversary.

A progress report on the work of the Advisory Task Group is a separate item on the agenda.

Working Groups

Reports on the work of the Manuscripts, Membership and Post-2006 Preparations Working Groups are separate items on the agenda.

Data Conversion Group, Göttingen

This year, DCG analysed the Polish microform records, the files from the Royal Library in Denmark, the National Library of Lithuania, Regione Toscana (LAIT records), Helsinki University Library/National Library of Finland (Fennica records up to 1700), BN Lisbon, and the records of UL Salamanca. Additionally, much DCG effort went into the further development of the CERL Thesaurus file, as shown above. Julia Haase’s post was filled  by Alex Jahnke, and CERL would like to thank him and his colleagues Micheal Rzehak, Jürgen Braun, and Werner Schwartz of the Data Conversion Group for all their hard work.

Research Libraries Group, Mountain View, CA

During 2003-2004 Mrs Pamela Wilkes was RLG’s liaison person with CERL, and she attended the CERL meetings in Lisbon and München. She relinquished her post in October 2004, and Mr Wes Taoka has currently resumed responsibility for CERL liaison. Joe Altimus worked on the XML records of the National Library of Hungary, a task which has now been taken over by Dana Jemison. Kathy Farrell worked on the NL Wales file load. An additional RLG progress report is a separate item on the AGM agenda. CERL would like to thank all RLG colleagues very much for the enjoyable working relationships.

Promotion of CERL and the HPB

Seminars

Details are set out in the Secretary’s report.

CERL Newsletter

In December 2003 and June 2004 CERL members received issues 8 and 9 of the Newsletter with information on HPB file updates and the CERL Thesaurus, a report on the 2003 AGM, the Manuscripts Working Group, new CERL members, and other organisational news. 

Two articles related to provenance description and access appeared: M. Venier, ‘Book collectors and libraries of the past: computerised database management’ (issue 8), and M. D. Domingos, ‘Proposals for an inventory of works by Portuguese authors in Europe (16th – 19th centuries)’ (issue 9). Attention was also given to such diverse topics as the LIBER Security Network, McKerrow’s printers’ devices, fictitious places and RLG’s new database structure.

Contributions are invited from members for the Anniversary Issue of the Newsletter (to be published in December 2004): please contact the CERL Executive Manager.

Use of the Databases

Questionnaire

From 20 August 2004, a questionnaire for HPB users has been made available through the Eureka on the Web interface. The questionnaire aims to get a better idea whether different user groups use the HPB Database differently, and to find out whether each user group is equally satisfied with their search results.

To date, seven responses have been received, from one curator, one reference librarian and five cataloguers. Apart from the reference librarian, who accesses the HPB in the reading room for academic research, all staff use the HPB on their office PC for cataloguing. Most use the HPB daily, two indicate that they use the HPB 5-10 times per month. In these sessions they all use Assisted Searching, which is unanimously found to ensure that more relevant material is found. They generally find what they want on the HPB, but where they do not they feel that there a) must be further records not yet held on the HPB; or b) that the records are not detailed enough. They all retain HPB records, mostly by printing the records on paper, but one person indicates that she saves the records to a relational database. Two respondents noted that the HPB Database could be improved by ensuring that it offers fewer duplicates, i.e. integrating separate records for the same item.

Results will continue to be analysed as further responses are received. Members are strongly encouraged to make use of the questionnaire to convey their views.

By CERL Members

As in previous years, more searches were executed on the HPB Database (up by 20%) and the ESTC file (14%) – the number of searches executed on the BIB files is slightly down. 


97-98
98-99
99-00
00-01
01-02
02-03
03-04

HPB
3,141
8,019
20,187
22,579
33,215
48,558
58,304

ESTC
5,606
13,461
22,651
29,523
28,143
40,719
46,120

BIB
2,697
5,100
18,619
10,775
27,237
23,635
17,045

Other
597
307
475
152
222
340
210

Pass/Put
1,489
1,589
997
1,099
350
579
168

This year 54 CERL Members (excluding Cluster libraries) used the various databases CERL offers – this is down from 56 CERL database users last year. The HPB was used by all 54 institutions; the ESTC by 41 institutions; RLG’s Union Catalogue by 29 and the other files by 10 CERL members. The average number of HPB searches per member (excluding cluster libraries has continued to rise): 

HPB
No of members
No of searches
Average

2000-2001
37
22,579
610.02

2001-2002
51
29,873
585.75

2002-2003
56
39,392
703.43

2003-2004
54
45,101
835.20

As in previous years, we see that a smaller number of libraries are responsible for most of the ESTC and BIB searches, whereas HPB use is more evenly spread over the membership. The number of institutions executing 200 or more searches on the HPB has increased, as it has for the ESTC. 


Number of institutions executing over 200 searches


2003-2004
2002-2003

HPB
31/54
27/53

ESTC
17/41
13/38

BIB
8/29
8/32

CERL has made no charges for the use of these files, except for the use of the so-called BIB files. Members were given 200 free searches and after that were charged $0.82 per search for the use of RLG’s Union Catalogue: Bibliographic Files and Authority Files, the CURL and DBI databases, and the records of the National Library of Australia. 

By Cluster Libraries

CERL now has twelve groups of ‘cluster’ libraries that have access to the HPB and the ESTC files. The total number of searches on HPB was 13,203: only four Cluster groups searched the ESTC file.


No. of HPB searches


2003-2004
2002-2003

1. ICCU Cluster
6,076
3,298

2. BNE Madrid Cluster
3,583
1,972

3. BN Portugal Cluster
1,620
4,244

4. Soprintendenza Cluster
1,056
929

5. SUB Göttingen Cluster
260
182

6. KB Stockholm
208


7. NLR St Petersburg Cluster
166
287

8. CAB Padua Cluster
91
16

9. BSB München Cluster
89
163

10. Regione Toscana Cluster
39
121

11. NLS Edinburgh Cluster
14
2

12. NUL Zagreb Cluster
1
62

Total
13,203
11,276

By RLG Members

From September 1998 RLG has made the HPB Database available to its members. Details on the institutions using the HPB through RLG may be found in the RLG report.

Marian Lefferts, Executive Manager

21 October 2004

Appendix I – files loaded onto the HPB



Number of records
Cumulative total
ESTC

1997

1
BSB Munchen
526,920



2
KB Stockholm – SB17
48,946



3
NUL Zagreb
2,346



4
ICCU – SBN(A)
45,307



5
BnF Paris
27,935



6
NL Scotland
14,287




Total
665,741
665,741


1998

7
NUL Ljubljana
18,837



8
KB The Hague – STCN
56,921



9
BL - K17
24,725




Total
100,483
766,224


1999

10
BL – ISTC
28,892



11
BNE
11,054




Update: ICCU/SBN(A)
15,472




Total
55,947
822,171


2000

12
Oxford – EPB project
44,555



13
KB Stockholm – SB16
6,021




Total
50,576
872,747
    461,562

2001

14
NLR
8,321



15
ULL
38,613



16
CLC
25,718




Updates: ICCU/SBN(A)
79,571




KB The Hague – STCN
44,913




Total
197,136
1,069,883
464,087

2002

17
Warsaw UL
1,866



18
SUB Göttingen
157,317



19
Wellcome Institute
51,640




Updates: NLR
1548




BNE
3503




Total
215,874
1,285,757
466,414

2003

20
VD16 Supplement (BSB)
26,975



21
UL Yale
270,744




Updates: Oxford Libraries
31,480




Univ. of London Libs
6,596




Total
335,795
1,621,552
468,361

2004

22
NL Hungary
c. 13,000
Delayed


23
NL Wales
8,125




Updates: NLR
10,610




UL Warsaw
1,072




NL Croatia
5,864




Total
c. 38,700
c. 1,660,252
468,450

Total HPB and ESTC combined: c. 2,128,702

Appendix II – Files offered for inclusion in the HPB

DCG / TC file analysis sent to file provider

1 
BL– Scandinavian records
c. 12,854
UKMARC


2 
BN Naples – Brancacciana
c. 100,000
UNIMARC


3 
BN Portugal – Spanish and Portuguese material + Elsevier collection
c. 3,900
UNIMARC


4 
Canterbury – Mendham collection
c. 5,000
UKMARC


5 
NL Czech Republic
c. 200-500
UNIMARC


6 
NL Lithuania
2,442
UNIMARC


7 
Regione Toscana – L.A.I.T.
c. 10,000
UNIMARC


8 
KB Copenhagen
c. 42,000
UNIMARC
3rd test file expected 4 November 2004

9 
UL Helsinki – Fennica
4,950
UNIMARC


Files offered / to be sent to CERL

10 
KB Stockholm, legal materials
c. 12,500
MARC21


11 
KBR Brussels
c. 12,000



12 
STC-V 
c. 3,500
MARC21/XML


13 
St-Geneviève, Paris
c. 120,000
UNIMARC


14 
UL Salamanca
4,.478
MARC21


DCG to convert to UNIMARC

15 
4 Polish libraries’

German holdings
30,500

Final corrections required

16 
BSB-VD17
c. 25,000
UNIMARC
Needs to be conv. from MAB

17 
Zeitschriften Datenbank
c. 11,500



Updates


ICCU – SBN(A)
c. 52,000
UNIMARC



NLR
c. 5,200
UNIMARC



NLS
?
MARC21



SUB Göttingen
?
UNIMARC


Appendix III – CERL Thesaurus Statistics

Type of records


Oct 2004

Oct 2003


Personal names (cnp)
573,762
62,438

Imprint names (cni)
13,812
12,254

Place names (cnl)
3,575
3,560

Source of references (caf)
568
15

Corporate names (cnc)
1
1

Total number of records
591,718
78,269

Origin of records



total
cnp
cni
cnl
caf

DE 
BSB München
2,617


2,617


DE
PND
495,782
495,782




DE
VD 16
13,245
12,811
434



FR
BNF Paris
5,418

5,418



GB
ESTC
50,040





GB
ESTC Abbrev
553



553

HR
NL Zagreb
768

768



NL
STCN
31,007
23,678
7,329




unknown (BSB)
150


150



manually inserted

909
14
4
875
15

Manually edited records


total
cnp 
cni
cnl
caf
cnc

in total
12,715
9,075
88
3,536
15
1

Oct 2003 - Oct 2004
11,331
9,074
85
2171
1
0

Content of the Thesaurus

Name Forms


cnp
cni
cnl
cnc

Standard Forms (non-fictional)
339,468
13,816
3,214
1

Standard Forms (fictional)
6,671
0
207
0

Standard Forms (uncertain)

260,909
0
127
0

Standard Forms (used for more than one entity)4
39
1
63
0

Standard Forms in total
607,087
13,817
3,611
1

Variant Forms (non-fictional)
764,394
9,760
22,245
1

Variant Forms (fictional)
9,279
0
898
0

Variant Forms in total
773,673
9,760
23,143
1

Source of references

Titles
568

Abbreviations
1090

Other Information

Source references ('Found in')
294,594

Imprint sources
422,435

General notes
331,689

Biographical dates / Dates of activity
261,467

Activity notes
164,685

Geographical notes
80,973

Related imprint names
5

Related corporate names
1

Place of activity notes
22,452

Online resources (Hyperlinks)

43,161

File uploads since November 2003



no. of records
type of records

1
VD 16, personal names (BSB München)
12,862
cnp

2
VD 16, printer (BSB München)
435
cni

3
Saur 2 (BSB München)
3,448
cnl

4
PND (basic file)
440,717
cnp

5
ESTC abbreviations
533
caf

Regular PND update 03/45 - 04/41

New records
60,304

Updated records
43,656

Deleted records
71

De-duplicating (since July 2004)

Merged records in total
17,612

Records manually edited for de-duping

9,028

References to probably duplicate records
119,792

Possibly duplicate records
60,140

File uploads in preparation



no. of records
type of records

1
Edit16 printer records
2801
cni

2
Edit16 abbreviations of reference works
295
caf

3
Imprint sources (BNF)
1536
caf

4
UL Warsaw personal names records
299
cnp

5
UL Warsaw corporate names records
4
cnc

6
ESTC corporate names records
3616
cnc

7
Place names (NL Croatia)
181
cnl

Statistics provided by A. Jahnke (DCG)

27 October 2004










� Unless otherwise indicated, all figures represent the state of the Thesaurus on 26 Oct 2004.


� On 29 Oct 2003.


� plus one manually inserted record for a corporate body.


� For an exact definition, please refer to the format description on the ATG-Website.


� 43,152 links to sample records in the STCN database are currently deactivated.


� This is the work of Ms. Klier, BSB München.
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