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- not strength or intelligence - is the key to unlocking our 

 

Winston Churchill 



“For my part, I consider that it will be 

found much better by all parties to leave 

the past to history, especially as I 

propose to write that history myself” 

 

Winston S Churchill, 23 January 1948  
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What is the Churchill Papers Collection? 



“conduct has been 

exceedingly bad…” 









Upshot: numbers 

Microfilm (2000-2005) 

• Process: 5 years- 1-2 
publisher’s staff, one 
Archives Asst and 50% of 
my time. 

• 20,482 names into 
clearance database 

• YES: 4195 letters of 
permission 

• Untraced: 7,909 names 

• NO: 14 copyright holders 

Digital (2010-present) 

• Process: less than a year, 

less than 50% of my time 

and about 50% of 1staff at 

publisher. 

• 20,482 names from 

clearance database 

• YES: 2035 letters of 

permission 

• Untraced: 9,945 names 

• NO: 69 names 



DIGITISATION 











 

THE CHURCHILL ARCHIVE ON-LINE 

 

The Churchill Papers are now accessed on-line, both within the Churchill Archives Centre and at 37 subscribing institutions 
worldwide. The Churchill Archive is published by Bloomsbury Academic. As expected, there was a healthy use of the collection at 

Churchill Archives Centre (both by researchers and staff). Between 1 July 2014 and 30 June 2015 there were 6711 records 
viewed and 6389 searches made (5044 searches from July 2013-May 2014).  

 

Google Analytics (worldwide usage) 

  1 July 2014 – 30 June 2015      1 July 2013 – 30 June 2014 Difference  

Sessions  26,462 20,157  +31.28%  

Users  15,198 10,684  +42.25%  

Page views  183,144 163,456  +12.04%  

Pages/session  7 8  -14.65%  

Avg. session duration 00:06:38 00:07:00  -5.22%  

Bounce rate  27.76% 36.74%  -24.44%  

            % new sessions             56.62%            51.16%                                   +10.68%  
   

Top 5 countries     

Country/territory  Visits Avg. visit duration   

UK  14,417 00:09:09   

US  5,246 00:03:35   

Canada  813 00:05:07   

Australia  566 00:04:20   

Italy  444 00:01:40   

 



“The empires of the future are the empires of the mind” 
 

Winston S. Churchill, 6 September 1943 


