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Minutes of the 42nd meeting of the Advisory Task Group held at the 

National Széchényi Library, Budapest, 9 November 2006

Present: Mirna Willer (Chair, National and University Library, Zagreb), Ivan Boserup (Det Kongelige Bibliotek, Copenhagen), Gerd-J. Bötte (Staatsbibliothek, Berlin), Tony Curwen (CERL Consultant), Claudia Fabian (Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, München), Alex Jahnke (Data Conversion Group, Göttingen), Gunilla Jonsson (Kungliga Biblioteket, Stockholm), Marian Lefferts (CERL Executive Manager), Elmar Mittler (formerly of the Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek, Göttingen), Eve Netchine (Bibliothèque nationale de France, Paris), Liesbeth Oskamp (CERL MSS Project Manager and Koninklijke Bibliotheek, Den Haag), Glenn Patton (OCLC, Dublin, Ohio), Werner Schwartz (Niedersächsische Staats- und Universitätsbibliothek, Göttingen), David J. Shaw (CERL Secretary), Wes Taoka (OCLC, Mountain View). Apologies for absence: Dr C. Leoncini (ICCU, Rome). 

1 Welcome

The Chairman welcomed all and especially the two representatives of OCLC (W. Taoka and G. Patton) to the meeting and warmly thanked the National Széchényi Library for its hospitality, and Dr Monok and Mrs B. Kiss for the arrangements they had made. 

2 Apologies for absence

Dr Claudia Leoncini (ICCU, Rome). 

3 Minutes of the last meeting (ATG/2006/13)

The minutes were accepted.
4 Matters arising

The meeting discussed the action list.
· M. Willer had not been able to find a student prepared to research the digitised card catalogue list that CERL compiled.

· RLG page that comes up when user comes to it through IP recognition – deferred, as this would all change in the OCLC environment.

· Work on FRBR had been deferred, as things would be different in the OCLC environment.

· Filtering post-1830 data from the CERL Thesaurus was in progress.

· Contact was made with people from the British Book Trade Index – would be revived.

· Integrating provenance information in the CERL Thesaurus was in progress.

· Web citation for the HPB – Marian Lefferts to discuss with Glenn Patton.

· Work on including further links to printers’ devices was on-going.

· LEAF: Hans-Jörg Lieder in Berlin had a back-up copy on CD. Cross searching via the CERL Thesaurus was suggested as a possible option.

· Draft ISBD(A) would be circulated separately.

The remainder had been dealt with.

5 HPB Database migration in the OCLC environment
Glenn Patton gave a PowerPoint presentation, and circulated copies. He explained that the public interface of the Hand Press Book Database, as an Oracle-based relational database, would be in the FirstSearch environment (OCLC’s equivalent of Eureka). Editing would be done through the Connexion client. In addition to the standard search functionality (Boolean, truncation, phrase searching and extensive internal linking), FirstSearch offered searching and display of non-Latin data. Unlike Eureka, FirstSearch offered cross-searching of databases, highlighting of search terms in search results and multiple interface languages.
Connexion was Windows-based and UNICODE compliant, allowed use of various scripts (including Greek, Hebrew and Cyrillic) and export in MARC8 and UNICODE. For the HPB access authentication would be set up. He reported that the provisional time table for HPB migration was June 2007, and suggested that CERL might be interested to know of the large number of early printed books’ records already held by OCLC, for example in WorldCat, the Chinese Rare Book Project in the RLG Union Catalogue and other resources.

M. Lefferts noted CERL’s interest in the possibility to undertake OAI harvesting of HPB records. I. Boserup asked whether OCLC held records for manuscripts. G. Patton responded that there were 800,000 in RLG’s Union Catalogue and some 2-3k in WorldCat. RLG’s Archive Grid would also be transferred to OCLC.
In response to a question by G. Jonsson, G. Patton explained that OCLC offered the opportunity in WorldCat to control headings and link bibliographic headings to appropriate headings in authority records. When the heading in an authority records was amended, this automatically updated the bibliographical records. G. Patton wondered whether CERL would wish to make use of NACO in this fashion. G. Jonsson suggested that the CERL Thesaurus would be more appropriate for this purpose.
G. Jonsson explained that CERL had made the conscious decisions not to employ stop words. G. Patton confirmed that it was not obligatory to use those in the OCLC environment. He explained that the current indexing set up by RLG would substantially be retained in the OCLC environment.
In response to a question by M. Lefferts, G. Patton explained that OCLC had developed a functionality similar to the notepad DCG developed for the CERL Thesaurus. The FirstSearch team would investigate whether, or technical grounds, it preferred to opt for OCLC’s existing development or DCG’s annotations facility. 
In response to a question by M. Lefferts, G. Patton explained that Connexion was a MARC21 based editing facility, which validated input wherever possible (based on fields and subfields). She wondered whether the records thus created could be fed back to the inputting library, which G. Patton would discuss with staff at OCLC.

The meeting asked whether the RLG Union Catalogue records would be merged with the WorldCat records. G. Patton explained that RLG’s clustering mechanism, which linked related records, would be retained. 

M. Willer asked which procedure should be followed if CERL wished for the implementation of an HPB-specific development. G. Patton explained that the contract that CERL and OCLC had recently signed specified that in March of each year CERL and OCLC would agree on a work plan for the following fiscal year (running from July to June).
The meeting asked about ATG involvement in the preparations for the HPB move to the FirstSearch environment. G. Patton indicated that OCLC would send mock-up of screens etc to the ATG, and would invite members to review the facility before it went live. 
M. Willer asked whether OCLC would like to be represented on CERL’s FRBR Working Group (RLG’s Ed Glazier took part in the e-mail discussions to date). G. Patton would discuss this with staff at OCLC. M. Lefferts would send him a copy of the correspondence to date.
6 Progress reports

6.1 CERL Thesaurus  
A. Jahnke reported that the CERL Thesaurus had migrated to a new interface in August 2006, and that de-duplication by Ms Klier had since then been resumed. The following file loads had been completed: PND (ongoing), McKerrow (May 2006), VD16 (for printers’ records) and Renouard (November 2006). Work on the following was planned: authors from the GVK (this partly overlapped with the PND, but loading it would help reduce redundancy), the STCV, an STCN update, EDIT16 reference works, provenance information from the British Book Trade Index, provenance information from Lyon and provenance information from the UL Complutense. W. Schwartz added that, in order to improve security, DCG would like to change the set-up in the system that supports assisted searching, before it was implemented by OCLC on the HPB.
The meeting warmly congratulated A. Jahnke and the colleagues at DCG with the successful migration the CERL Thesaurus and the beautiful implementation of so many new and useful features. 
6.2 Digital Resources
M. Hulvey explained that Baudrier was a bibliography organised by printer, of printers working in 16th century Lyon, not a compilation of printers’ devices. This was not to say that there were no printers’ devices, but not consistently so; there was a great variety in the sizes of the images and the info that was provided. E. Netchine noted that just using the index and the images would not be very useful without incorporating the bibliographical information as well. W. Schwartz noted that Baudrier information (as well as Renouard data) could be merged with the BnF Imprimeur records that are already part of the CERL Thesaurus. D. Shaw reported that Alan Marshall (Lyon) felt that Baudrier images might be of a poor resolution and that he had images of devices not included in Baudrier. D. Shaw was not clear whether CERL might have access to A. Marshall’s material, and what the terms or timescale for such access might be.
M. Lefferts reported that she had contact M. Venier about linking to MAR.T.E., who had indicated that this would be of interest to BN Rome.
I. Boserup reported that KB Copenhagen would be willing to prepare appropriate indexing of images at a rate of 2 Euro per image. Would the ATG support such a proposal to the EC? The meeting agreed and noted that 2.000 Euro had been set aside in the budget for this purpose.

D. Shaw noted that the Renouard standard had been entirely acceptable and sufficient. It would neither be necessary nor feasible to set up an extensive website with navigation tools (such as had been done for McKerrow) for each digitised reference work.
The ATG resolved to report the following to the EC:
· The ATG recommends that the programme of digitising reference works containing printers’ devices should be continued.

· The ATG reports that KB Copenhagen would be willing to prepare appropriate indexing for the digitised images at a rate of 2 Euro per image.

· The ATG proposes that subsequent references works should be treated in the same way as Renouard had been treated.

C. Fabian noted that BSB digitised materials for the VD16 – would the ATG have an interest in linking from the CERL Thesaurus to these typographical samples and title pages? The ATG agreed that all materials that helped to identify and/or illustrate the work of a particular printer would be welcomed.
6.3 CERL Website redesign
D. Shaw and M. Lefferts met with A. Jahnke and the students of the Fachhochschule in Hannover in October 2006, and A. Jahnke showed the ATG the results of those deliberations. The website contained five sections, with a focus on products and services. The top bar showed the abbreviations of the languages in which a certain page was available. The students would set up a restricted section where users can login to get access to ATG papers and such like. This and other improvements would need to be completed by the end 2006, when the students would embark on their work placements.

D. Shaw reported on his experiences in setting up the publication pages. The standardised mark up designed into the wiki restricted, but at the same time supported the process. CERL did not intend to translate the whole website, but if members wished to have certain web pages in their native tongue, this could easily be accommodated.

Service provider

A. Jahnke had investigated potential hosts for the new CERL website, and had found that the Germany companies were substantially cheaper that those in, for example, the UK. He expressed a preference for selecting a large, well-established company, on the grounds that they could be expected to be more reliable. The meeting agreed that he would continue his investigations into 1&1 and Strato and put his final proposal to the secretariat. D. Shaw expressed a preference for selecting a host that could accommodate all CERL activities such as e-mail traffic, FTP-ing, website hosting, and the CERL Thesaurus. M. Lefferts noted that A. Jahnke would thereby become the de-facto CERL web manager, and asked that he carefully document his work, in case he had to hand over the task to someone else.  The meeting warmly thanked A. Jahnke and his students for the progress they had made.
Finally, the meeting agreed with I. Boserup’s suggestion that the new design should eventually also be integrated in the CERL Thesaurus and the CERL Portal. 
7 CERL Portal (ATG/2006/14 and FM/2006/5)
L. Oskamp presented her report, and listed the test results. Testers requested improvements in the following areas:

- Use of the CERL Thesaurus 

- Uniformity of 

Search possibilities 

Search results 

Linking to original databases 

-Help and info texts 

-Layout 

Highlighting search terms
Navigation between search results 

Display of diacritics (e.g. in HPB) 
The meeting briefly discussed the display of HPB records in the CERL Portal. Full display of HPB records may undermine CERL membership, whereas too limited a display of HPB records will be unhelpful for the users. C. Fabian wondered whether a pay-per-view functionality could be implemented. The meeting agreed that L. Oskamp would prepare three display options for the March meeting.
I. Boserup reported that E. Müller of EPC will take up a new position at the KB Stockholm in March 2007; in addition, staff at EPC have limited time in 2007 to further develop the portal. In this context he proposed setting two clear priorities: a) adding new content, and b) ensuring a proper implementation of assisted searching based on the CERL Thesaurus. For the CERL Thesaurus implementation he suggested the following approach: when a user wishes to use the CERL Thesaurus, he will be presented with a check list of variants, which will give him a greater insight in the process and will have the added benefit of giving greater visibility to the contents of the CERL Thesaurus. The meeting approved this course of action.
D. Shaw wondered whether a facility enabling CERL staff to add OAI databases without EPC input would be developed. I. Boserup explained that the work in dealing with the original database providers on checking their database structure had initially been underestimated. However, an interface allowing CERL to set rates for harvesting is currently available, and L. Oskamp intends to develop a protocol for dealing with each file load (including mapping, harvesting, testing, and who is responsible for what).

8 ATG in 2007: drawing up a Work Plan (ATG/2006/15)
The meeting reviewed the work plan.

· HPB: no further comments

· CERL Thesaurus: the meeting agreed to add the investigation of including Uniform Titles, but took note of W. Schwartz caveat that this work (which should probably be manual) was not the type of activity normally undertaken by DCG. G. Jonsson proposed that it should be added to the elements under investigation by the FRBR Working Group, and M. Lefferts noted that the matter also tied in with the opportunities offered by the implementation of a cataloguing client.
· Annotations facility: the work had been completed.

· Printers devices: G-J. Bötte reported that the SBB could perhaps assisted in digitisation of a reference work in 2008.

· CERL Portal: see item 7, above.

· Provenance portal: L. Oskamp noted that provenance information was also of great interest to the Manuscripts World, and that she would like to investigate integration of such materials in the CERL Portal. G. Jonsson noted that cataloguing guidelines for recording this type of information are virtually non-existent. Without standardised data, it would be impossible to set up a portal. The meeting agreed to add the topic of cataloguing guidelines for recording provenance information to the agenda for its March meeting.
· Website: see item 6.3 above.

· Digital projects: nothing to report.

· Commissioning a new report: the ATG would report to the EC that it would like to reserve that option. D. Shaw suggested that recommendations on cataloguing provenance information might be a suitable topic.

· User survey: the meeting agreed that user activity on the HPB and CERL Thesaurus should be logged and analysed. W. Schwartz reported that DCG intended to develop a statistics gather module.

· Digitisation on Demand: G. Patton reported that an OpenURL facility was available at OCLC.

9 Recommendations by Dr I. Monok for the future operation of CERL (ATG/2006/16)
The meeting agreed to take up his technical suggestions, where they fitted in the ATG work plan.

10 ISBD(A) report
G. Jonsson reported that the final draft had been sent to the members of the workgroup. It had been agreed to incorporate ISBD(A) in ISBD, which will substantially reduce repetition. One remaining issues, that of definitions had yet to be explored. The definitions had to be harmonised and G. Jonsson was happy to report that agreement had already been reached on as many as 90% of the definitions.
11 Any Other Business - none
12 Date and place of the next meetings
16 and 17 March 2007 in Berlin / 1 and 2 June in Dubrovnik / 8 November in Uppsala
The Chairman closed the meeting and thanked all for their contributions.
Action List
	AJ
	select appropriate service provider for hosting the CERL web site 
	done

	DCG
	improve security of system that supports assisted searching
	in progress

	DCG
	develop CERL Thesaurus statistics module
	in progress

	DCG/BSB
	link from CT to VD16 digital materials
	

	DCG/DJS/MRL
	revive contacts with the British Book Trade Index
	in progress

	LO
	prepare three levels of HPB display in the CERL Portal
	done

	LO
	develop a protocol for including dbs in the CERL Portal
	in progress

	MRL 
	revive contacts with BN Rome about CT linking to MAR.T.E.
	done

	MRL
	add ‘cataloguing guidelines for provenance information’ to the March ATG agenda
	done

	MRL/GP
	discuss HPB web citation
	in progress

	MRL/GP
	OCLC to participate in the FRBR Working Group
	 in progress

	MRL/H-J Lieder/DCG
	further discuss LEAF
	meeting on 15/3/07


_____________________
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