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www.judaica-europeana.eu 

Judaica Europeana: single access to
Jewish heritage collections online   
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• A partnership network in 33 countries in 
Europe and outside providing access to their 
collections through aggregation.  

• Start 2008 – 2 million objects 
• 2012 – 24 million objects 

Europeana Today 
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Duration: 2010-2011 (Febr 2012)

• Led by the European Association for Jewish Culture and Frankfurt 
University Library and launched with 10 (11) partners in 7 countries

• Current network includes 26 institutions in Europe, Israel and the US

• Funded by the eContentPlus program of the European Commission, 
the Rothschild Foundation (Hanadiv) Europe and project partners. 
Project of 3 million Euro - 50% EU funding 

The Project



The Network
Founding Partners 

•European Association of Jewish Culture, 
London 
•Jewish Division of the Frankfurt 
University Library / Goethe University 
Frankfurt am Main
•Alliance Israélite Universelle, Paris 
•British Library, London
•Hungarian Jewish Archives, Budapest
•Jewish Historical Institute, Warschau
•Jewish Museum of Greece, Athen
•Jewish Museum, London
•Ministry of Cultural Heritage and Activity
(MiBAC), Rome / State Archive Venice
and Parma Library 
•Amitié, Center for Research and
Innovation, Bologna
(National Technical University, Athens) 

Associate Partners
• Ben Uri Gallery / London Jewish Museum of Art

• Bibliotheca Rosenthaliana, Amsterdam
• Center for Jewish History, New York
• Centre français des musiques juives, Paris
• Harvard University Library
• Institute for Jewish Policy Research, London
• JDC Archives, New York
• Jewish Historical Museum, Amsterdam
• Jewish Museum Berlin
• Jewish Museum, Frankfurt/Main
• Leopold Zunz Centrum, Halle-Wittenberg
• Lorand Collection, Augsburg University
• National Library of Israel, Jerusalem
• Paris Yiddish Center—Medem Library
• Sephardi Museum, Toledo
• Central Zionist Archives, Jerusalem
• Ministerio de Cultura, Madrid
• Salomon Ludwig Steinheim Institute, Essen
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Challenges of the Project 

1) Preparation
• Application requires intensive involvement of staff and

large investment of time  
• Detailed enquiries of data

2) In regard to programme: 
• Tight time frame of 2 years
• Diversity of partners with different facilities and

standards
• Multitude of tasks in different fields as formulated in the

agreement: 
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Challenges of the Project 

• Digitization and aggregation of Jewish heritage 
content for Europeana  

− digitization of multitude of different source material ( text / images 
of artifacts   and objects/ audio / video)

− content enrichment – metadata system 
− Requires efforts within institutions 

• Coordination of standards across institutions in order 
to synchronise metadata with the requirements of 
Europeana : 

− standardization and integration of diverse metadata
− Requires software know-how and support for uploading  between 

partners   
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Challenges of the Project 

• Deployment of knowledge management tools  
− Controlled vocabularies, thesauri and ontologies for the indexing 

and retrieval of the aggregated content 
− collaborative semantic tools
− Finding know-how of experts from outside 

• Dissemination activities in different levels
− Virtual exhibitions
− School and university courses 
− Public relations
− Publication of leaflets / newsletter online
− Engagement and cooperation of a lot of different partners 
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Challenges of the project  

3) In regard to workflow:   
� Communication between partners
� Evaluation

� Monitoring of success by indicators

� Contact to Academic Community 
- Advisory Board 

• Reports to be delivered
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Challenges of the Project 

4) In relation to Europeana: 

• Adapting to Europeana requirements
– Changing Europena mapping requirements from ESE 

(Europeana Semantic Elements) to EDM (Europeana Data 
Modell)

• Ingestion of vast amount of metadata due to mass
digitization
– Finding the right aggregator for ingestion
– Getting time-slot with Europeana

5) Sustainability
• Future exploitation and re-use of material  
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Achievements 

• Reached and exceeded the goal of the project
– 3.7 million digital objects of all categories 
– Standardization of very diverse metadata
– Ingestion of cross-domain content

• Laying foundation for integration of content in new 
semantic web of Linked Data (LD)

• Development of controlled vocabularies and 
collaborative semantic tools: 

− Establishment of knowledge management tools: the Haskala 
(Jewish Enlightenment) Database  / Creation of a platform for 
collaborative research using the semantic mediawiki
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100 events in 25 cities:
Amsterdam, Athens, Barcelona, Bergen, Berlin, 
Brussels, Budapest, Edinburgh, Fermo, Florence, 
Frankfurt, Halle, Jerusalem, Krakow, London, 
Madrid, Naples, New York, Paris, Poznan, Ravenna, 
Rome, Siena, Southampton, Tel Aviv, Warsaw

Dissemination of Judaica
content



Successful Dissemination 
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Continuation of the Project 

Second Stage 2012-14: 
• Formation of Judaica Europeana Consortium  
• Continued aggregation of collections of a growing 

network of associate partners 
• Participation in ‘Digital Manuscripts to Europeana’, 

(DM2E), a new EC-funded digital project, which will 
contribute content and technology to Europeana.

• New technology –user generated content / crowd 
sourcing 

• Positive impact on the institutions
– Improved visibility, new funding for projects, addition of new 

positions 
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