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Current European Research Library Developments
CERL co-operation

November 2005, Biblioteca Nazionale Centrale, Rome

Background

A paper on current developments among European library organisations was presented at the Annual General Meeting in November 2004.  In working co-operatively, the Consortium’s aim is to increase mutual awareness of its activities with those of other European organizations, and to maintain links in Europe (and internationally) with bodies concerned with early European written heritage. Members endorsed the Consortium’s approach and approved the report. The present paper gives a progress report since the last Annual General Meeting in November 2004. 

The European Library 

As agreed by the Directors, the Chairman wrote to Dr Niggemann, Acting Chairman, in 2004, welcoming the establishment of The European Library, outlining CERL’s activities, and expressing a willingness to liaise on areas of common interest. In the light of work on the Manuscripts Project, The European Library was invited to nominate a representative to the Manuscripts Project Working Group if they wished to do so. In replying, Dr Niggemann expressed The European Library’s appreciation of CERL’s willingness to liaise on areas of common interest, but explained that since their main focus was implementation of the launch of their operational service, they were not at present able to engage with other projects.  It was agreed by both organizations that they would continue to remain informed about one another’s activities and progress, and this has proved convenient to achieve because of the common location of the two organizations in the Royal Library in The Hague. 

Ligue des Bibliothèques Européennes de Recherche (LIBER)

LIBER, the professional association of European research libraries, is examining its future role and remit, in the light of its members’ wishes. A number of organizations with a similar role to LIBER (i.e. ARL), and other organizations such as RLG, CURL (UK), and CERL were invited to a meeting in January 2005 to discuss this matter further, and to present their views. On the basis of previous discussions with Directors and the Executive Committee, CERL indicated that the main areas where initiatives by LIBER would be welcomed were: improved networking among existing European organizations; the need for an effective voice in making the case and lobbying on behalf of European research libraries, for example, with the European Union; and a single European ‘umbrella organization’ that could ‘speak for Europe’ on research library issues at the international level. This approach seemed to be very much in line with the views of a number of other European organizations. A meeting of European organizations, including both service organizations and European national library organizations, was held in Groningen in July 2005, in advance of the LIBER Annual General Conference. The Chairman and the Executive Manager attended on behalf of CERL. In the discussion at the meeting, most representatives were broadly in favour of LIBER taking a more pro-active co-ordinating role in Europe, and developing services in support of this role, but there seemed to be a wide variety of views on the nature of the detailed services that were considered necessary. LIBER members endorsed the results of the meeting at the Annual General Assembly in July 2005. The LIBER Executive Board is currently considering how these matters can be taken forward, and it is proposed that a further meeting of European organizations will be held in summer 2006. CERL has a specific interest in some current LIBER activities, i.e. the LIBER MARC Interest Group; the LIBER Security Network; and the LIBER Expert Group of European Manuscripts Librarians. It is also noted that there is no oversight of early printed books activity in Europe provided by LIBER.

European Commission on Preservation and Access (ECPA)

Although CERL has not itself taken any direct initiatives in the field of preservation, the survival of early printed and written European heritage lies at the heart of CERL’s endeavours. In early 2005 the Chairman wrote to Dr Fernanda Campos, one of CERL’s Directors, who is also currently Chairman of the European Commission on Preservation and Access (ECPA), suggesting that it would be useful for both organizations to exchange awareness of one another’s activities and to explore whether there were areas in which they could usefully co-operate together. Dr Campos replied positively and as a result a very useful meeting has been held in The Hague between Dr Yola de Llusenet, Executive Secretary of ECPA, and Drs Marian Lefferts. The practical outcomes of this meeting are being reported upon in the Executive Manager’s report.

European Register of Microform Masters (EROMM)

Details of current co-operation with the European Register of Microform Masters (EROMM) are given in the update in the separate paper on ‘Co-operation between the Consortium of European Research Libraries (CERL) and the European Register of Microform Masters (EROMM)’ 

action: Members are asked to note the developments set out in this paper, and to give any comments.

Ann Matheson

Chairman

November 2005


ANNEX 1

LIBER Future: Meeting in Cambridge: 6 January 2005

Background

This European initiative rose from the conference on the retrospective cataloguing of historical collections held in Munich in 1990, led by the Bayerische Staatsbibliothek, Munich, and the British Library, London, at the point at which major political events were taking place in Europe. The aim was to make the early printed heritage of Europe more accessible to scholars through co-operation among European research libraries. The Consortium was established in 1992 by fourteen major European research libraries, and was formally inaugurated in 1994. Its current membership comprises 75 full, group and associate members (principally, major European research libraries with important historical collections, special libraries, museums of the book and the book trade), and 83 smaller ‘cluster libraries’ with significant historical collections attached to full members.

Aims

The historical collections of European research libraries and those in other parts of the world with significant holdings of early European materials offer a unique source for the study and understanding of the development of European thought and the transmission of ideas. The Consortium is concerned specifically with assembling information about the written heritage of Europe (c.1450 to 1830), and making it available to all those (scholars, researchers, librarians, book historians, booksellers) who work in the field of interpreting European cultural heritage as it has been received in the form of books written or printed before the middle of the 19th century. It is building a range of high quality research tools to provide unified access to this material. The core elements in CERL’s current activities are the assembling of the Hand Press Book Database covering materials of the period c.1450-1830 (for which the Research Libraries Group (RLG) is the host); the CERL Thesaurus of place names, personal names and imprint names; the development of a federated search facility for Manuscripts in association with the Hand Press Book Database and the CERL Thesaurus; a programme of digitisation of significant reference works relating to the period; and member services. Further information, including the Development Plan 2002-2007, is available on the CERL website at.

Future role of LIBER

The main areas where initiative by LIBER would be welcomed by CERL are:

· Improved networking among existing European organizations.

· The need for an effective voice in making the case and lobbying on behalf of European research libraries, for example, with the European Union. 

· A single European ‘umbrella organization’ that could ‘speak for Europe’ on research library issues at the international level.

CERL does not wish to duplicate the work of other European organizations, but is keen to collaborate and to work in association with other existing and new European organizations where relevant. Discussions on closer collaboration have recently begun between CERL and the European Register of Microform Masters (EROMM). Areas of current LIBER activity of special interest to CERL are the LIBER MARC Interest Group; the LIBER Security Network; and the LIBER Expert Group of European Manuscripts Librarians. 

Ann Matheson

Chairman

January 2005
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